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DRAMATIC ORIGINAL 
IN. THREE ACTS, 
WHEREIN 


Are expoſed, in Dramatic Order, the ExRoks in the 
preſent Mode of FEMALE EpDucaTion, and a Method 
of correcting them, in order to form the Mind, and 
improve the Underſtanding. 


Delightful Taſk! to rear the tender Thought, 
To teach the young Idea how to ſhoot, 

To pour the freſh Inſtruction o'er the Mind, 
To breathe th' enliv'ning Spirit, and to fix 
The gen'rous wh hgh in the glowing Breaſt, 
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DRAMATIS PERSON. 


Mrs. Teachwell, the Governeſs. 
Miſs Wiſely, ber T, eacher, a very amiable young 


Lady, brought up under Mrs, Teachwell. 
Mrs. Dullbright. 


Mrs. Skillful. 


Miſs Witty. 
Ms Friendly. 
Mis Fiere. 
Mis Maline. 


Miſs Fullgold. 


Ms Captious. 
Miſs Depit. 

Miſs Avide. 

Miſs Entetee. 

Mis Simple. 
Betty, the Servant. 
Ladies of the School. 


SCENE, A Boarding School in the Country. 


EARATUM 


| Page 34, for Thelypthora, read Thelyphthora, 


2 
5 
— 


. 
7 
- 
$2 # 
. > 
— 
- * 
4 
LI 
i 
4 
by , 
* 
4. 


— — 


"34 44% — 
SIS Car) aces 


"__ 
r 


* 
by 
* 
* — 6 — — 3 9 
r SS... r r "I 8 
ww wp TER IS WM 3 1 8 8 
* LY * 2s. : 2 es — 1 


1 


BOARDING SCHOOL, Ge. 
1 


DRAMATIC ORIGINAL 


"ACT 1. SCENE L 


4 PAR L OUR. 


De curtain riſes, and diſcovers the Governeſs ſeated 
at a table, reading the ſpeculation of Mr, Addiſon 


upon Education; after a ſhort pauſe ſhe r 5s 
and advances towards the audience. 


Cc overneſs. 


NDEED, Mr. Addiſon, your ſimilitude of 
1 Education in the human ſoul, to a block 
of marble in the hands of an artiſt, diſplays, 
at one view, the valuable effects and neceſſity of 
Education. Beſides ; its great utility, the hiſ- 
tory. of the ancients, and the experience of the 


9 fully prove: and the manifold advan- 
B tages 


* 
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tages ariſing from a good Education, is an in- 


exhauſtible ſubject, and one that has been deeply 
penetrated into in the laſt century. Many va- 
luable ſyſtems have been laid down, and many 
meritorious treatiſes written ; and in particular 


for the better inſtructing the Female Sex. But 
they ſeem almoſt all in vain. How few do we 
find of our ſex, whoſe education ſurpaſſes a 


minuet, cotillon, talking a little French, play- 
ing a few airs on the harpſicord, and an eaſy 
deportment. Mental knowledge, and faſhion- 
ing the ſoul, are eſteemed as trivial and unne- 
ceſſary.— 
at ſchool (the reply is) Oh! how well ſhe 
dances; how ſhe excels in all ſorts of needle- 
work; and I'm ſure you would be charmed to 
ſee how. gracefully ſhe enters a room, and retiree. 
As if forms and ceremonies, needle-work and a 
genteel carriage, added to groſs and barbarous 
corruption in their own language, as well as in 
others, incapable to write two lines correct in 
either, was, as 1s now called, a finiſhed Educa- 
tion, 


Enter Mz iſs Wiſely. 


FA Ah! Miſs Wiſely,. what brings you here! 


a note! [Uh ſurprize. 
Miſs W: i/ely. Yes, Ma'am, I have juſt received 


it; it was brought by Diligence the coachman, 
who delired it to be delivered to you. without | 


delay. 
Governeſs opens the note and reads, 
Mrs. Allwork's compliments to Mrs. Teach- 


well, and earneftly begs the ruffles may be 
finiſned and ſent home with Miſs; for ſhe is 


going 
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going on a viſit to her uncle in the country 


during the holidays, for whom the ruffles are 


intended ; hopes Mrs. Teachwell will excuſe the 


little able. 


Miſs Wiſely. I thought Mrs. Allwork v was fully 


ſatisfied with what was done, and begged that 
Miſs might take her time in completing them, 


as they would contribute greatly to her improve- 


ment. 


Gov. They were the laſt words ſhe ſaid in taking 


leave; and particularly deſired that they ke 


not be hurried. I cannot think on any means 
for the finiſhing them, the time is ſo ſhort, and 
every one in full em ploy. — What think you, 
Miſs Wiſely? for 1 da refer the buſineſs to 
you. 
Miſs Wiſely, Why, Mz am, I'll uſe my utmoſt 
endeavours to relieve you of the trouble. Let 
me conſider ; there is Miſs Nimbleſtitch, Miſs 
Threadlequick, Miſs Witty, and Miſs Friendly, 
who have finiſhed all their requiſites for the 
vacation; I can employ them. _ 

Gov, Well do, my dear, you are very good. 

Miſs Wiſely. And you, Ma'am, are very de- 
ſerving. | 

Gov. As the day is too far advanced to be 
improved by buſineſs, and the afternoon being 


fine, I would wiſh you to give the ladies a little 


recreation in the fields. 
Miſs Wiſely. Very weil, Ma'am, as you pleaſe, 
| Gov. And pray, my dear, pay ſtrict attention 


that they walk properly, and hold up their heads ; 


for there is Miſs Dowdy, and Miſs Downcaſt, who 
are very remils ; ; indeed, they are a diſgrace to a 
* © $ genteel 
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| gentee] ſchool. What's the time? *tis near five 
| o'clock ; you'll return to tea. 

5 Miſs Wi iſely. Yes, Ma'am, we'll return about 
i fix o'clock. 


Gov. Well, my dear, go then; but pray be 
__ attentive, 
1 Mis Wiſely. You may depend on my utmoſt 
1 care and vigilance. [ Exit Wiſely. 


Governeſs Sola. 


"Tis well faid ; for in all things that I truſt to 
your care, I find you regular, exact, and dili- 
gent: but I ſhould be much ſurprized if you were 
c not ſo. You, who I have educated from four 
years old, have continually Inculcated, and exem- 
plified dignity in ſentiment, nobleneſs in action, 
refinement in manners, and every other neceſſary 
qualification to render you amiable. Tis true, 
your uncle has ſpared no expence for your Educa- 


| tion; and I can confidently ſay, that your Edu- 

| cation is not a modern finiſhed one, but ſuch as 

l will gain univerſal eſtimation, unadorned with the 4 
| empty ſhew of dreſs, or the attracting addition 43 
| of a good fortune, fo much the idols of the A 
| _ world. = 
| Enter Servant. | 


Ma'am, there's a vaſt of people at the door, 
who ſays as how, that they have brought the 
ladies dreſſes and finery for the ball; and I wants 
i to know where you'll have them put. 

I | Gov. Bid them bring them this way; for 1 
j muſt ſee em properly delivered, becauſe great 
care muſt be taken of them. 
| Exit Gov, People with ban-boxes following. 

| : Servant 
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Servant Sola. 


Oh dear! Oh dear! what a place i Is this; Þ it 
appears to me like a new world ; here is nothing 
but chattering out-Jandiſh F rench like magples ; 

running about like partridges in a corn field; 
dancing like puppets in a ſhow; and to ſee them | 
dance, what they call the minevit, where they 
ſtretch out their arms, and ſidle along, as if they 
had a little too much ale in their noddles, at one 
of our country wakes; but they ſay' tis very fine. 
Howſomdever, I am ſure I would not ſtay here; 
but they tell me as how, that I ſhall get a great 
deal of money at this ball time, and that will 
buy me a new gown and other fine gear; and then 
can go and ſee my friends in the country, hold 
up my "head, and ſhew a wond'rous deal of good 
breeding. | | [ Extens, 


Enter Miſs Hvide. 


Betty, Betty, can't you get me a piece of 
bread and butter? 

Betty. No, Miſs; you know how angry your 
Governels will. be if ſhe ſhould happen to Know 
it, and I will not do it. 

Auide. Well, then, I'm ſure I will not bring 
you any money when I return, to ſchool after the 
holidays. [ Exiens, 

Betty. Why, Miſs, I'II tell you what; you ſee 
I don't like <4 be ill-natured ; bur your Governeſs 
ſays, that J muſt not give you any thing between 
meals. But if you will be ſure not to tell, I am 
willing to indulge any of the Jadies in any thing 
that I am, I'm ſure; and if you can creep flily 
into the Pente, I'll come to you in a minute. 


Avide. 


1, — ẽ́InPU lx —ů—ů — 
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one of the 
bellies full. Beſides, you know ſhe promiſes 


tation chat I have been thrown 1n, 
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Avide. Don't be long, then, for tear of my 


Governeſs. | Exit. 


Servant 8 ola. 


Let me fee, what am I going to do? 00 I 
forgot all my. mother's advice? She told me 
when I left her, to take care of myſelf, to be 
honeſt, and not to cheat my maſter or my 
miſtreſs ; no, nor deceive them neither. Aye, 


and ſhe made me ſay my duty towards my neigh- 


bour three times over, becauſe I ſhould not for- 
get it. Well, but a bit of bread and butter is 
not robbing or cheating, becauſe tis given to 

famüy; ; and they ought to have their 


me — {4 motion for putting money in the hand. 
bo ons [Exiens. 


Enter Governeſs. 


Betty, is Miſs Wiſely and the ladies returned ? 
Betty. No, Ma'am. LK 
Gov. What can be the reaſon of their delay? I. 
begin to be uneaſy : it is paſt fix o'clock; and the 
ladies ſhould have their tea—Oh here's Miſs 


WA! 
Enter Miſs Wiſely. 


My dear, I am glad you are returned! J began 
to be alarmed at your ſtay! Why you look de- 


preſſed ? 
Miſs Wiſely. Indeed, Ma'am, I have ſufficient 
reaſon, and am ſcarcely recovered from the agi- 


G 9. 
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Gov. Why what's the matter? no accident F 
hope! nothing befallen any of the ladies! 
Speak ! [ Surprized.. 

Miſs Miſely. Yes, Ma- am, there is ſomething, 


and it had like to have been of a very ſerious 
nature indeed. 


9 Gov, Wh——at 
Jp Wiſely ? | | 
= ' M: i Wiſely. While we were in the fields, 
3 Ma'am, ſome of the ladies amuſing themſelves: 
Voith ſelecting particular flowers, ſome walking 
4 tẽte· A: tẽte, others diverting themſelves by run- 
3 ing ; my attention was ſuddenly drawn by the- 
3 cry of © Help, Help, or Miſs Simple will be- 
„ drown'd,” I immediately ran to the place 
from whence the cries came, where I found Miſs. 
Simple proſtrate in a ditch, and: nearly ſuffocated. 
1 I-drew her out covered with mud, and enquired: 
4 | how the accident happened. I was informed that 
3 Miſs Maline had puſhed her in. I reproved her 
bor ſuch a daring offence, but ſhe laughed at the 
event. Her impertinence, the diſtreſs I was in, 
$S and the diſorder of the other ladies, deprived me 
1 of the power of ſpeech; therefore 1 haſtened 
home with all pollible ſpeed, have put her to- 
| bed, and have ordered ſomething hot to be imme- 
6 | diately prepared. In the interim, am come to 
1 acquaint you with our diſaſter. 
BS Gov. My dear, you ſhould: take care, and ob- 
ſerve their moſt minute actions when abroad. 
Dear, dear, always ſomething diſagreeable if I 
am not preſent, When did it happen? 

1 Miſs Wiſely. At the time when 1 was changing 
a few compliments with Mrs. Beaumont and her 
two nieces. dans Ma'am, if I had the eyes 


of 


wh——at is it, Miſs 
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of Argus, and the wiſdom of Pallas, it would 8 


be impoſſible to foreſee, or ſuggeſt, all the ma- 
lignities Miſs Maline 1s capable of. We never 
go abroad, if ſhe is with us, but we return with 
torn frocks, ſcratched faces, ſprained ankles, and 
broken fans. All the other ladies are obedient 
to my. word; but Miſs Maline counteracts my 
will in all things; is a bad example to others ; 
and Pm ſure there will be no good order in the 
ſchool while ſhe remains in it. 


Gov. What would you have me do, Miſs 
Wiſely ? 


Miſs Wiſely. Send hae home, a reaſons for 
your. conduct ! 

Gov. Ah! Mits Wiſely, you know not why I 
bear ſo many inconveniences from Miſs Maline. 
Miſs Maline pays me fifty guineas per 
annum, and the reſt of the ladies thirty only ; 
that I have frequent and valuable preſents from 
her family; beſides, it is a very genteel con- 
neCtion ; theſe are cogent reaſons why [ endure 
what I do, Miſs Wiſely. 

Miſs Wiſely. True, Ma'am ; but is a family 
like your's, that might be regulated with the 
greateſt eaſe, be continually deranged, becauſe 
the board and education of one lady amounts to 
* guineas a year? 

Gov. No, Miſs Wiſely; but, my dear, if you 
were to go into other ſchools, you'd find dil. 
agreeable circumſtances, equal to thoſe of Mis 


Maline. 


ſtay. 
Gov, You know not what you may | be obliged 


to do, Miſs Wiſely, 


Mys Wiſely. Then I am ſure I would not 
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Miſs Wiſely. Never to ſuffer ſuch inſolences as 
1 daily receive from Miſs Maline, and defended 
by the Governeſs. 85 
Gov. Miſs Wiſely, you forget yourſelf ſtrange- 
ly ; do you know to whom you ſpeak ? 
Miſs Wiſely, Ma'am, if my warmth, and the 


recapitulation of inſults, has vaded me into diſ- 


reſpect, 1 am very ſorry for it, and ſincerely aſk 
your pardon ; but — | | 


Futer a Servant, 


Miſs Wiſely, all the things that you ordered 
are ready, 3 5 

Miſs Wiſely, Very well, Betty, I'll come. 

Gov. Aye, my dear, do you go, and I'll follow 
you in a minute. [ Exit Wiſely, 


Governeſs Sola. 
I am not ſorry this accident has happened, as 


there is no ſubſequent bad conſequences, becauſe 


it will make you more attentive for the future, 
knowing the goodneſs of your heart, and your 
attachment to my intereſt. [ Extt, 


Enter Miſs Friendly, and Miſs Witty, meeting, 


Miſs Witty. Ah, my dear Miſs Friendly, where 
are you going ſo haſtily ? | 1 
Miſs Friendly. 1 am going to conſole poor Miſs 


Wiſely; for J find all the blame of this after- 
noon's difaſter is imputed to her. 


Miſs Witty. Indeed, my dear, I don't think my 
Governeſs treats Miſs Wiſely kindly ; for 'tis un- 
juſt to make the innocent ſuffer for the guilty. 
So it is, nothing is wrong that Miſs Maline, 

C M.iſs 
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Miſs Fiere, Miſs Captious, and Miſs Depit does; 
but Miſs Wiſely is the true emblem of virtue, 
the more you oppreſs her, the more ſhe thrives ; 
and like a tree, grows more verdant for having 
its branches lopped. 

_ Miſs Friendly. True, Mis Witty ; ; but the 
ſympathetic delicacies of friendſhip will not allow 
us to reaſon thus when a friend's in diſtreſs. Our 
ſufferings and eaſe, our pains and pleaſures, our 
Joys and ſorrows, are united ſo cloſely by friend- 
ſhip, that when our friends ſuffer, we ſuffer with 
them, How pongratly do I feel the wrongs 

done Miſs Wiſely ! 

Miſs Witty. And they ſhall ſuffer as pungently 
in return, Well, my dear, I will not detain you 
from your friendly office, but will accompany you 
to Miſs Wiſely” s room, aſk her how ſhe does, 
and return again here, and obſerve who comes; 
and if I find an opportunity to revenge Mifs 
Wiſely by meeting any of them, I'll make myſelf 
as formidable as a ſevere teacher to a timid child, 

or a rigid critic to a poor poet. 
| 1 [Exit Miſs Wi e and Friendly. 


itt oy "A 
Enter Miſs Fullgold, Miſs Fiere on one Side; and - © 


bil Mis Captious, Miſs Depit on the other, 3 
9 Mise Depit. Oh Ladies, well met! I've got 
All ſuch news — tell! 1 
| Miſs Capiious. Why, what's the matter? = 
Miſs Fiere. Aye, what's the matter? 3 
Miſs Fullgood. Any rich heireſs loſt her for- 


Il MN. iſs D pit. No, Miſs; but my Governeſs, they 


Tay, has reproved Miſs Wiſely ſo ſharply for Mils | 
Simple's accident, that I ſaw her juſt now re- 
R 2 tiring 2 


BOARDING SCHOOL oiserzD. 11 


tiring to her room, with her eyes ſwelled in ſuch 
a manner — Oh *twas a charming ſight! _. 
Miſs Captious. And I ſaw Miſs Friendly and Miſs 
Witty juſt now enter Miſs Wiſely” s room l ſup- 
doſe to conſole her! 
Miſs Fiere. T am glad the humble thing ſuffers, 
for I hate her humility, | 
Miſs Fullgood. I diſlike her merit with her po- 
verty; if ſhe was rich, I ſhould eſteem her; but 
merit has but a feeble luſtre, when obſcured by 
poverty. 


Enter Miſs Maline, haſtily ſaying, 


Ladies, Ladies, ſee here! ——ſhews a letter. 

Miſs Depit. A letter! Miſs Maline, who is it 
addreſſed to ? 

Miſs Maline. To Miſs Wiſely ! 

Mis Depit. How came you by it? 

Miſs Maline. Why young Mr. Lenitive the 
Apothecary gave it me juſt now over the garden 
wall, and deſired me to deliver it immediately to 
Miſs Wiſely. 

Miss Depit. Oh let us open it, and fee the 
contents! _ 

Miſs Fiere. Ah let us open it, for 1 ſay 
tis a love letter; and I have a great deſire to fee 
a love letter. 

Miſs Captioas. Aye, let us ſee what” s in it! 

Miſs Maline. (Looking at Miſs Fullgood) Shall 
break it open? 

Miſs Fullgold. With all my heart; I have no 
objection. ©. 

Miſs Depit. Aye, aye; open it, open it. 

Miſs Maline. Well then - breaks open 
the letter and reads, 


Cc 2 = Dear 
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Lenitive! 
his attendance when Miſs Wiſely was ill. Miſs 
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Dear Miſs Wiſely, 


Pardon the liberty, that one inſpired with a 
fond paſſion for you, has aſſumed. After many 
ſevere conflicts, love at laſt has emboldened me 
to declare to you, that your merit, improved by 
your numerous good qualities, have reduced me 
to the pleaſing neceſſity to confeſs, with all ſin- 
cerity, that 


I am your moſt devoted, 
and conſtant admirer, 
TimoTHy LENITIVE. 


Miſs Fiere. Very well, very well, young Mr. 
I thought he was very aſſiduous in 


— I hope you'll tranſmit this to my Gover- 
neſs. 

Miſs NMaline. certainly 1 mal, and with com- 
mentations annexed. 

Miſs Fullgold, Upon my word, this 1 is pleaſing 
indeed. 

Miſs Captious. Pleaſing, why 'tis rapturous ! 

Miſs Maline. Oh this to me is delightful ! 

Miſs Depit. It affords me more pleaſure than 
the moſt intereſting ſcenes of Pamela, Clariſſa 
Harlowe, Tom Jones, Peregrine Pickle, Sir 
Charles Grandiſon—or the unguarded Moment. 

Miſs Fiere. Aye, and more pleaſure to me than 


opening my Lord Mayor's ball, or being the beſt 
dreſſed, and moſt noticed at Lady Racket's 
route. 5 | 
Miss Depit. I am ſure, nothing has . 


a long time that has given me Fg much pleaſure, 
not even the aſcenſion of Lunardi's Balloon. 
(Turning 
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(Turning her head, ſhe obſerves Miſs Witty, who 
enters liſtening. —D here's Miſs Witty !) [Hufp. 

Miſs Witty. What has given you ſo much 
pleaſure, Miſs Depit?  _ 

Miſs Depit. Nothing! [ Looks angry, 

Miſs Witty. I believe you; for 'tis the effects 
of little geniuſes to be pleaſed with nothing. 

Miſs Fullgold. Come, Miſs Flere, let us go, 
for J ſee a 1 ariſing in Miſs Witty, which 
will wreck all our underſtanding, and drive us on 
the ſhore of perplexity. - 

Miſs Fiere. Bod we'll leave the babbler! — 

[ Haughtily, Axeunt. 

M. iſs Dept. 1 wiſh, Miſs Witty, you would 
not vor us, but let us enjoy our — 
alone. 

Miſs Witty. 1 ſhould be much el to you, 
if you would aſſiſt me with your thoughts. 

Miſs Depit. For what reaſon ? 

Miſs With. Pl. tell you; I intend writing to 
my papa on the origin and progreſs of folly, 
and I cannot apply to any body better than you 
for information, knowing you to be compleat 
miſtreſs of the ſubject. 

Miſs Depit. Upon my word, Miſs. 

Miſs Witty. No; 'tis upon my word, for I 
ſpeak the truth, | 

Miſs Captious. Why you impertinent, have we 
no ſenſe then. 

Miſs Witty. Oh yes; ſenſe to eat, ſenſe to 
drink, ſenſe to hear, ſenſe to ſee, ſenſe to taſte, 
and ſenſe to ſmell; but like the brutes only, 
{ſenſes ye have—but rationality, none. 

Miſs Depit. Indeed, Miſs, you make us pretty 
things ap 


My/s 
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Miſs Witty. So ye are pretty things, mere Auto- 
matons, and fit only to be carried about from Fair 
to Fair, to be expoſed as puppets in a ſhew ; 
for ye are beings without underſtanding, without 
refinement, without friendſhip, without reaſon, 
without candour, and without charity. 

Miſs Captious. You 1nſulting creature; then 
have we nothing to recommend us? 

Miſs Witty. Oh yes; ye have induſtry with the 
bee, but your production is gall ; diligence with 
the ant, but nobody 1s a grain the better for it ; z 
conſtancy with the dove, but 'tis always in the 
execution of baſe acts; and if ye had capacity 
adequate to your inclination, you'd be like that 
monſter of antiquity Queen Mary. 

Miſs Depit. This is abominable. | 

Miſs Witty. 1 would wiſh to be as abominable 
to you as a deſpotic king to an 1mpotent op- 
preſſed people ; - Or a true patriot, to minions, ſy- 
cophants, and peculators. 

Miſs Depit. I'll tell you what, Miſs Witty, you 
are offenſive, good for nothing, poor and mean. 

Miſs Witty. I confefs that my apparel is not ſo 
coſtly and extravagant as either of you ladies; 
but when ye are equipped in your richeſt dreſſes, 
and ornamented in your beſt manner, you are 
then only fit for ſcare- rows on a cherry- tree, or 
ſtage dancers in Bartholomew Fair. 

Miſs Capticus. You are fo very troubleſome, 
Miſs Witty, that we don't want your converla- 
tion, nor to be the ſubjects of your wit. | 

Miſs Mitty. Why then, I'll talk with you a 
votre Facon, Let me think! How many ſprigs 
did you do this morning? What, won't that 
do neither ? — What did ye come here for! 


Oh 


— 
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Oh now I have it. Twas to practice the laſt part 

of the Devonſhire Minuet and Gavotte, or elſe 

to count how many hours to the vacation. 
Miſs Captious, We were not thinking: about va- 

cation, Miſs. : 
Miſs Witty. True, true; ye have enough 

of that. [ Points to her — 
Miſs Depit. What infolence ! 


Mis Witty, I always treat my company with 
due reſpect. 


Miſs Captious. 'Tis unſufferable ; we'll bear this 


no longer; we will have ſatis faction. 


Mis Witty. Do you really require ſatisfaction; 

Miſs Captious. Yes, Miſs, we do; and we'll 
have it. 

Mjs Witty. Why then put your cap upon my 
head, and puniſh me by wearing the fools cap. 

Mis Captious. We'll ſtay no longer, but go 
immediately to my Governeſs, and tell her how 


you inſult us. 


Miſs Witty. Nay, Nay, let me go with you : as 
your remembrancer, for I'm ſure you'll forget half 
of what you have to ſay before you get to the 
parlour, | Exeant Captious and Depit, 


Enter Miſs Wiſely and Miſs Friendly, 
[ Witty, Lola, laughing, ab—ah—abl 
Mis Wiſely. What makes you fo merry, Miſs 


Witty ? 


D % Witty continues laughing. 

Mys Witty. You would be merry too, if you 

had ſeen in what manner Miſs Depit and Mis 

Captious have juſt now left me; exactly as clients 

leave my papa, when he has got their money, 
and they have loſt their cauſes. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Friendly. What's the matter, Miſs Witty ? 
Miſs Witty. Why, I have been practiſing a 
little on Miſs: Captious and Miſs Depit ; have 


— ww weed OED His" <p aero 


i raiſed their choler to ſuch a height, that they are 


gone to complain to my Governeſs of i innumer- 
able wrongs. 


1 Miſs Wiſely, Take care, Miſs Witty, for I 


aſſure you they are favourites with my Gover- 
neſs. 

Miſs Witty. 1 fear neither their power or in- 
fluence, and can aſſimilate them with propriety 


report, but cannot do miſchief. | 

Miſs Friendly. Bravo, Miſs Wiſely, attack 
them whenever you find an occaſion ; for while 
they inſult our friend they inſult us, and tis juſt 
we ſhould reſent and revenge it; for they The 
will not defend an infulted friend, do not de- 
ſerve to experience the joys and bleſſings of 
friendſhip. 

Mfs Wiſely. Ladies, I am very much obliged 
to you; but ſhould be very ſorry if you ſhould 
expoſe yourſelves to the * of my Governeſs 
on my account. 

M/s Witty. Soyez contente la deſſus; if my 


for their complaints, I ſhall account it the greateſt 
diſgrace of my life, and think my Governeſs 


iy qualified for the firſt vacancy in new St. Luke's. 


Miſs Wijely. Speak with reſpect of your Go- 
verneſs, Miſs Witty, I beſeech you. If ſome- 
times ſhe may act in a manner reprehenſible by 
us, perhaps her years and experience diate to 


lil her, what our youth cannot foreſee; as a proof, 


to a gun loaded with powder only; they make a 


[i wit don't invalidate all their accuſations, I'll re- 
lil nounce all pretenſions to it; and if I am puniſhed 
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we find innumerable examples in divine and pro- 
fane hiſtory. | . 
s Friendly. Indeed, my dear Miſs Witty, 
my Governeſs is very partial to Miſs Captious, 
Miſs Fullgold, Miſs Maline, Miſs Depit, and 
Miſs Fiere. 5 

Miſs Wiſely. Yes, my dear, and that they are 
all in confederacy, particularly againſt me, be- 
cauſe, by my complaints, they are puniſhed for 
neglect of duty. | 5 

Mit Witty, Aye, but I know my Governeſs is 
more partial to wit and learning; and as for their 
confederacy, what will that avail them; 'tis ike 
an army without a commander, a gooſe without 
gravy, or a Frenchman without his ſnuff-box ; 
mere infipid.--Beſides, what can withſtand wit, 
wiſdom, and friendſhip ? why they are the ſup- 
port of empires, kingdoms, and ſtates. | 

Miſs Wiſely. True, Miſs Witty ; but hiſtory 
furniſhes us with many inſtances where virtue 
and merit, added to wit, wiſdom, and friendſhip, 
have been obliged to yield to the clamour and 
confederacy of the numerous ignorant. Witneſs 
Socrates, Demoſthenes, Ariſtides, and others. 

Miſs Friendly. Perhaps our enemies are more 
numerous than you imagine! I am informed 
there are Miſs Artful, Miſs Trifle, Miſs Avide, 
Nliſs Sly, and ſeveral others. 

Mis Witty. Ah! Ah! Ah! As for Miſs Art- 
ful there is nought to fear; ſhe is artful *tis true, 
but only for herſelf, not for ſociety ; you have 
not forgot how artfully ſhe accuſed Miſs Thought- 
leſs of breaking my Governeſs's table, when ſhe 
herſelf was only guilty. 585 

1/3 Friendly, Well but Miſs Trifle ! 
—_——— Ms 


. 
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Miſs Witty. Oh, all her wiſdom, eſteem, and 
friendſhip, are centered in trinkets, baubles, and 
gewgaws; ſhe approves a cuff for the arm, a 
flower for the head, -or a flounce for an apron, 
more than the moſt delicate refinement, or the 
moſt ſacred friendſhip. _ 

Miſs Friendly, What ſay you of Miſs Avide 25 

Miſs Witty. Oh Miſs Avide would do very well 
f for the preſident of a banquetting coterie ; her 
vi | greedinels expoſes her always to contempt. Nay, 
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tis but t'other day ſhe. publiſhed the ſecrets of 
Wii her friend for a cherry-cheek'd apple ; and as for 
0 Miſs Sly, you have not forgot the thimble, the 
0 lace, and the ſilk, in all which circumſtances ſne 
i | reſembles Dutch politics, gain 10 and 20 per 
0 Cent. by illegal traffic, and loſe it all, principal 
ll and intereſt, by the capture of the veſſel and 
li cargo. | 
10 MMI. Wiſely. Ladies, I am greatly obliged to 

j you for your kind aſſiſtance and friendſhip; but 
as 1 am rather inclined to peace, let us go to my 
room, for I have half an hour to ſpare; and there 
__ we will attempt to adopt ſome. plan, in order to 
0 fruſtrate all their malignities, . invectives, 
ll and malevolences. 

_ Miß Friendly. Indeed, Miſs Wiſely, I approve 
| | the motion, and will gladly accompany you ; for 
| 


I like to encourage love and friendſhip. 
Miſs Witty. Ladies, I accede to your ſuperior 
judgment, and will willingly acquieſce. 


With Hearts and Hands then let us go, 
The Tri via , in Ono, 


. Enter 
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Enter Miſs Captions, ſpeaking to Miſs Fullpold. 


Miſs Captious. It does not ſignify talking, Miſs 
Fullgold ; after all that can be ſaid, and all rea- 
ſons | given to the contrary, I declare that 
Oh here is Miſs Depit, Miſs Fiere, and Miſs 
Maline; we'll aſk their opinions of the matter. 

Miss Maline. What is the ſubject in diſpute? 

As Captious. Why, whether or no 'tis ne- 
ceſſary for the big ladies in a ſchool, to keep the 
little ones in ſubjection? 

All. To be ſure, moſt certainly! 

Miſs Depit. Why if that was not the caſe, we 
ſhould be 11 no more conſequence in the ſchool, 
than the fine images on a twelfth cake. Our 
little faults would be liable to be puniſhed, which 
now paſs with impunity. _ 

Miſs Maline. Aye, and if we were not to in— 
ſult the teachers, and teaze the Governeſs too 
ſometimes, we ſhould loſe a part of our conſe- 


quence. ä 
Miſs Fiere. 1 confel 'tis neceſſary to ſupport 
our dignity! [ Haughtily. 


Miſs Maline. Lord, bleſs me ! where I was at 
{ſchool before, we carried every thing before us 
like a torrent. Why we were dreaded by gover- 
neſs and teachers like a Tertian ague. 

A Fullgold. But 'tis not ſo here. I wiſh it 
was! 

Mys Captious. It might be ſo, if we were al- 
ways in concord, as Miſs Wiſely, Miſs Witty, 
and Miſs Friendly are; but we'll endeavour to 
become ſo. 

Mis Hullgold. J fear our endeavours will be 
vain! Bell rings. 


Mis Capticus. There's the dinner bell rings. 
i 3 "Miſs 
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Miſs Maline, Let it ring again; don't let us g0 
yet. 

Miſs Fiere. You may ſtay if you pleaſe ; 11 
ſhall go to dinner. 

Mi 77 Fullgold. There's neither profit nor plea- 
ſure in loſing our dinner, fo let us go. [Exeunt. 


Mi Entet6 and Miſs Wiſely meeting. 
Miſs Wiſely. My dear Miſs Entete, where are 
abs 


you goin 
Miſs Entetf. To dinner, for the bell has rung! 
- Miſs Wijely. Well, my dear, it will take a few 
minutes to aſſemble all the ladies, and as I have 
[Il not had an opportunity of ſpeaking to you ſince 
. vou have been at ſchool, pray tell me how you 
0 like it? 
Wh Miſs Enteté. Not at all! 
=_— Miſs Wiſely. Why ſo? 
Wil Miſs Entete, Becauſe you won't let me do as I 
nei! 
| Mis Wiſely. Why, my Ss it is not fit it 
{ll | ſhould be ſo; you are very young, and not ca- 
Will pable of judging yet what is good for your pre- 
| : ſent or tuture advantage ; beſides, you are fent 
0 here to learn what is right. 
| | Miſs Entete. Why I uſed to do as ! pleaſed at 


0 home; and if 1 wanted any thing I always had 
Wl it, 
With "Ms Wiſely. Oh that is very ſtrange !—And 
pray tell me what methods you employ ed to pro- 
cure all your wiſhes ? 
Miſs Fntete, You'll acquaint my Governeſs if 
I tell you! 

Miſs Wiſely, J aſſure you no harm ſhall come 
to you for your confeſſion. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Entete, Why then PII tell you.—Suppoſe 


1 wanted to go abroad with any young lady of 


my acquaintance, or to pay a viſit, and I aſked my 
mamma permiſſion, and was refuſed; Iimmediately 
began to cry violently ; and my mamma, becauſe 
ſhe was fearful of my going into fits, would grant 
me my requeſt. 
Miſs Wiſely. My dear, you aſtoniſh me ; I can 
ſcarcely believe what you ſay 
Miſs Entete, Or if by . we had company, 
and I wiſhed to fit up, as ſoon as I was deſired to 
retire to bed, I began to pout and hang down my 
head ; and upon being much interrogated for the 


cauſe of ſo doing, and if any thing was the 


matter with me, I then grew ſullen, and would 
not ſpeak, till my papa, who was very fond of 
me, and ſome of the company, would interfere 
in my behalf; and fo a few ſobs and ſighs added, 
1 always carried my point. 

Miſs Wiſely. You have a great deal of art and 
cunning ; but Education you have none! 

Mi 72 Euterb. How ſhould 1! I never continued 
long enough at ſchool for to gain much learning. 

Ms I Zeh. How ſo? 

Ms Enteté. Why if I did not like ſchool, or if 
any thing aiſpleaſed me, I went home, told my 
parents, and falſchoods too ſometimes; they al- 
ways believed me; and without enquiring whe- 
ther or no things were as | repreſented them, 
would not ſuffer me to go again. Why I dare 
ſay I have been at above twenty ſchools! _ 

[ Bell rings again. 

Mis Wiſely. There's the bell rings again ; do 
you go my dear, and I will follow you in a mi- 
nute. LExit Mis Entete, 
 Mys 
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Miſs Wiſely Sola. 


Am I awake, or do I dream! Good God! is 
it poſſible that parents can hold ſuch a conduct 
towards their children ?—Oh! I do not wonder 
that children are ſo untoward in their diſpoſitions, 
nor that boarding ſchools ſhould be ſtigmatized. 

-What pity it is, that thoſe great evils, im- 
puted to boarding ſchools, are not traced to their 
original ſource, fo that the invectives and op- 
probriums may fall with juſtice on the parent, 
which too often falls upon the governeſſes. Oh 
parents! 'tis by you, and not by teachers, that 
the ſoul is often corrupted. We can help the 
parent to faſhion the ſoul; but if the mind comes 
vitiated, or fraught with bad qualities, imbibed 
by a bad maternal education, 'tis almoſt im- 
poſſible for a teacher ever to diſlodge them; and 
by attempting to repel them, very often only 
augment their number, and heighten their pro- 
greſſion. I Exit. 


Enter Betty, ſaying to Mrs. Dulltright, be pleaſed to 
c in this parlour, Ma'am, and I'll go and re- 
nounce you to my miſtreſs immediately. 


Dullibright. Renounce me to her miſtreſs! I 
don't know what ſhe means! I wonder if this is 
learning ! 5 [7/ide. 

Betty, Lard, Lard, ſhe ſeems confuſed ; why 
the don't underſtand me.—Surely I am grown. 
vaſtly wife ! [ Aſide. Oh there is the bell, ¶ Exit. 

„„ [Bell ringi. 

Dull. J am glad the bell rung, or elſe I cer- 
tainly ſhould have expoſed myſelf; for I never 
was aſked ſuch a queſtion in all my born days. 

Renounce 
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Renbunce me! I can't think what it means, I 
remember in the catechiſm there is to renounce 
the Devil and all his works.—Bleſs me! I am 
very warm (riſes to look in the glaſs.) Dear, 
dear, I am as red as ſcarlet! Deuce take'the girl, 
and her out of the way ſayings! I am quite 2 
fright! However, I'll try to compoſe myſelf a 
little before Mrs. Teachwell comes, (Fans, and 
wipes herſelf with her handkerchief, and looks 
about the room.) This is an elegant room 
enough! and very elegantly ſurniſhed. Ah! 
what's that Bib Bib Oh let me ſpell it!. 
Bib-li-o-the- que, Bibliotheque ? why I ſuppoſe 
by the books that 'tis a library. Oh there's ſome- 
ins elſe! La-Science ſeule, fait le vrai Bon- 
heur. Aye, I'm ſure I don't underſtand nothing 
on it. To be ſure, learning is a very fine thing; 
and I don't know how it is, my father gave me a 
good fortune, but I had not much learning. I 
ſuppoſe it was not the faſhion to give children 
much learning; for I know every thing is done 
by faſhion. However, I'll correct the fault, for 


my daughter ſhall have good learning, if ſhe has 
nothing elſe, 


Enter Mrs. Teachwell. 


Gov. Your humble ſervant Mrs, Dullbright. 
Dull. Mrs. Teachwell, Ma'am, I hope 1 ſee 
you well! - 
Gov. I beg you'll be ſeated, Ma'am ! r Both fit. 
Dull. J have brought my daughter another cap, 
Mrs. Teachwell, that her aunt has made her a 
preſent of for the ball. 
Gov. "Ry well, Ma' am | ! PU] ring for Miſs. 
Dull, 
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Dull. No, no, Ma'am; you know I ſhall have 
her at home very ſoon for the holidays. I'll juſt 
aſk her how ſhe does as I go out * Mrs. 
Teachwell, what do you think of the cap? 

Gov. Indeed, Ma'am, I think tis very pretty! 
(How I falify my judgment.) Aſide. 

Dull. They ſay tis elegant; for you ſee what a 
quantity of ribbons and flowers there is. 

Gov. Yes, Ma'am, I ſee there is a great quan- 

tity of ribbons and flowers! 8 ſure proof of a 

vulgar taſte. ) 

Hull. And here, Ma'am, is a pair of e , 

they ſay that they ate very neat and genteel; but 
J can't ſay that T like them ſo well as the cap, for 
they are not ſhowy enough ; they were made her 
a preſent of by my huſband's fiſter, and ſhe 1s 
governeſs to Lady Lovelearn's children, and they 
fay ſhe has a great deal of taſte, 

Gov. I wiſh ſhe had made the cap then Aid. 

Dull. Pray, Mrs. Teachwell, is it convenient 
for me now to have the tickets for the ball ? 

Gov. Yes, Ma'am, if you pleaſe. 

Dull. Then let me have a couple; one for my- 
ſelf, for I promiſe myſelf the pleaſure of coming ; 
beſides, 1 ſhould be lad to ſee Sally perform her 
part in the play ; and the other for a friend of 
mine, who is very fond of plays, balls, and aſ- 
ſemblies. 

Gov. There are two tickets, Ma' am. 

Dull. How much are the tickets? 

Gov. Ten ſhillings ! 

Dull, There is half a guinea, Mrs. Teachwell. 
Gov. I muſt return you ſixpence, Ma'am. 
Dall. Oh never mind the ſixpence, Ma'am. 

Gov. 
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Gov. You are very obliging, Ma'am, and 1 
don't know how I ſhall requite your kindneſs! 
Mrs, Dull. Oh, Ma'am, I pray don't mention it, 
Mrs. Teachwell. 1 hope, Ma' am, my little girl 


is very good. 


Gov. Indeed, Mu am, I have no reaſon to com- | 
plain, and ! alſure you {he improves very much in 
French, 

| Mrs, Dull. Yes, Ma'am, ſo her papa ſays that ſhe 
had reproved very much, and that ſhe knows all 
the paths of ſpeech, and injunctions, and the ſing- 
tax. My huſband's a judge, Ma'am, for he 
knows about Jupiter, Barometers, Balloons, and 
the great Bear. Why, Ma'am, tis but t'other 
day that he told fomithing | ina Welch will that a 


biſhop could not. | 
Gov, Learning is a very valuable attain- 
ment. 


Mrs. Dull. Yes, Ma'am, ſoit] is, and my huſband. 
is a very clever man Iaflure you. Why, Ma'am, he 
has got two monftrous large globes, x bo: ſhews all 

the world and the ſtars; and he has got beſides a 
monſtrous little thing called a micuſcope, which 
when you look through it, it makes things mon- 
ſtrous big; and indeed to a perſon who never ſaw 
any ſuch thing, it would frighten them mon- 


ſtrouſly. 
Gov. Good God ! how ſhall I extricate myſelf 
from this parentheſis of nonſenſe! Tae. 


Mrs. Dull. But there is one fault that I thought 
I would ſpeak to you about, and that is, that when 
I deſire Sally to do ſome little thing to help the 
maid when we are in a hurry, ſhe ſeems to do it, 
I don't know how, with ſo much difſlike; and 


even once told me when I was angry with her 
about 
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about it, that it would be time enough for her to 
do ſuch things when ſhe could not do better; 
that her education was ſuperior to any menial 
office. 1 hope, Ma'am, learning don't teach 
children to be proud and diſobedient to their 
parents! 1 IM 
Gov. Quite the contrary ; but I will ſpeak to 
Mie about it! | | 
Mrs. Dull. 1 will be very much obliged to you, 
Ma'am, becauſe ſhe will mind what her Governeſs 
lays. | 52 


Enter Betty, 


| Ma'am, the ſtage is at the door. 8 
Mrs. Dull. Oh very well; I'm a coming. Mrs. 

Teachwell, your ſervant, Ma'am; I ſhall ſee you. 

again at the ball. CES: | 

Gov. Your ſervant, Ma'am; pray give my 

compliments to Mr. Dullbright, 


 Governeſs Sola. 

Alas! alas! what a miſtaken idea the ignorant 
have of Education; and it too often originates 
from this cauſe, Children who have finiſhed their 
education under the ſkilful and judicious, and re- 
turn to their parents, whoſe education has not ex- 
ceeded that of a charity-fchool, expect their chil- 
dren to ſubmit to all the low. groveling of ſervile 


employment, and to aſſociate like themſelves. 


with their ſervants; from whence ariſe innumer- 
able evils. And I fear 'tis too true, that the 
greateſt part of our ruined ſex, become ſo from 
the vicious company of young female ſervants. 
Parents ſhould teach their children to ſhun the 

kitchen, 
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kitchen, where they hear and ſee that, which too 
often lays the foundation of all vice and immo- 
rality. Servile offices and employments to a child 
of ſenſibility and refinement, are terrible indeed; 
and becauſe ſometimes in a becoming manner 
children refuſe, they are accounted proud, de- 
ſpiſers of their parents, and diſobedient. When, 
on the contrary, theſe children, if obſerved with 
the eye of reaſon and juſtice, will be found to be 
humble in their manners, lovers of their parents, 
obedient in all reaſonable things, and behave with 
a becoming reſpect to all mankind, ———Others, 
whoſe finiſhed education conſiſts in dancing grace - 
fully, and ornamenting their perſons to advantage, 
what is called, in Female Education, Taſte. A 
young lady thus qualified, fond of ſhewing her- 
ſelf in her excelling qualities, will condeſcend to 
any thing, however low and mean, to ſatisfy that 
deſire for balls and company; and 'tis no un- 
common thing, to ſee a young lady dance grace- 
fully at a ball in the evening, and the next morn- 
ing performing the menial offices of the family. 
Tis by theſe means that ſo many, what are called 
well bred young ladies, brought up at boarding 
{ſchool for ſeveral years, fall into all vulgar habits 
and opinions, and very often terminate in their 
future ruin: they become the favourites of cox- 
combs and an eaſy prey to the artful and deſign- 
ing. And then it is that Education is calum- 
niated, and Boarding Schools condemned. 


Dancing and Dreſs may aid the Body's Form ; 
But ſolid Learning does the Soul adorn. 


END or Taz FIRST ACT. 
„ 
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Curtain * end eber: two Ladies at tvorł at a 


Table. 
Firſt Lady. 


Y dear, what think you of that ſtitch ? 
for my Governeſs ſaid that the other was 
not well done. 
2d Lady. Oh, my dear, tis very pretty; and 
you do it very delicately. 
1/ Lady. Do you imagine that I ſhall have 
finiſhed my apron by the holidays? 
2d Lady. Yes, my dear, if you are afiduous. 
—— But what is your apron, compared to my 
embroidery ? I believe I ſhall never finiſh 1 it, it 


has been ſo long in hand. 


I/ Lady. Oh dear! I am tired of work, 

24 Lady. And I too; let us put our work 
away. 

Tf Lady. With all my heart. But how ſhall 
we employ our time? 

24 Lady. Let us practice the Minuet de la 
Cour and Allemande, that we are to perform at 


the ball, 


I Lady. A good thought, for we are not 
likely to be interrupted; fo let us move away 
the table and chairs. 

After the table and chairs are moved, 

I Lady. Let us mind that part where we 

dur hands. 


give 


a Lady, 


> 
— 
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2d Lady. And do you mind not to pull me ſo 
violently in the Allemande. 
ere they dance the Minuet de la Cone, Ge. 

% Lady. Well, my dear, how do you think 


we did it? 


24 Lady. 1 wiſh we may do it as well at the 


ball; bor. there are ſo many ſpectators that it 
foils my confidence, and cauſes me to make 
miſtakes. 


1/ Lady. But you know; my dear, Mr. Paſ- 


grave the dancing maſter tells us, never to be 


intimidated ; and that unleſs we are inſpired with 
our own performances, 'tis impoſſible to  1nſpire 


the ſpectators. 


2d Lady. All this I know very well; but it 


calls to my mind the fable of the fawn and the 


ſtag. —— Oh my dear, let vs retire, for I ſee my 
Governeſs and Mils Wiſely coming. [Exeunt. | 


Enter Governeſs and Miſs Wiſely. 


Gov. Indeed, Miſs Wiſely, I know not the 
* but there is another apron cut. 
Miss Wiſely. Another apron cut, Ma am! 
[uh ſurprixe. 
Gov. Yes, Miſs Slow-works. —T1s very ſur- 


priſing, Miſs Wiſely, how theſe miſchiefs can 


happen; it did not us'd to be ſo. Scarcely a 


week paſſes but ſome accident or other happens, 


and always to the works of thoſe ladies that you 
preſide over. Dear, dear; I fear you are not 


lo attentive as you ſhould be, Miſs Wiſely. 
Mis Wiſely. Such words, Ma'am, affect ine more, 
than the value of a thouſand aprons, and render 
nx completely wretched, To doubt my care and 
attention, 


— 1 
— 


ore — 


— 


— —— — 


| 
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attention, is diveſting me of all thoſe principles 
of integrity and candour, that I have imbibed 
from your inſtruction.— Tis at once ranking 
me with the ſordid mean ſelf- ſerver; and an in- 
delible inſult to uy character. This is too 
much. Deeps. 
Gov. My dear Miſs Wiſely, if the perplexing 
circumſtance has carried me too far, excuſe me, 
[ my dear. Governeſſes have a great _— things 
il to diſcompoſe them. 
. Wiſely. And teachers too, Ma'am, I aſſure 
| you, when ſuch accidents are imputed to their 
| neglect. 

Gov. Well, my dear Miſs Wiſely, forget what 
has been ſaid, and employ every means to diſ- 
cover the delinquent. 1 will offer a reward, 
.and do you engage Miſs Witty and Miſs Friendly 

to aid the diſcovery. 

Miſs Wiſely. Ma'am, you may be ſure that I'll 
uſe every method that I can fuggeſt to make a 
diſcovery, for my own juſtification. 

Gov. Well, my dear, no more can be ſaid 
about it at preſent; ; ſol'll go and finiſh the ſhade 
of Miſs Workwell's embroidery. | Exit Gov. 


—— 
— ——— —Dnä. — —— 
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Miſs Wiſely Sola. 


I ſhould be very ſorry to judge amiſs ; but I 

really think that theſe malpractices iſſue from 

Miſs Maline, Miſs Fiere, and that party. But 

time will, 1 doubt not, diſcover ſuch baſeneſs, 

a and bring that vengeance intended for me, on 
the mean | Perpetrators. „ LH, 


G—_—_— 


Enter 
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Enter Ladies learniug their taſks, one to herſelf, and 


one aloud, ſaying, Pai, I have; tu as, thou haſt 
il a he has, Sc. 


1/ Lady. Dear Miſs, 'tis impoſlible to learn, if 
you cake ſo much noiſe with your Jai, I have; 
tu, as thou haſt. 
2d Lody. 1 muſt learn my taſk as well as you, 
Miſs; beſides, I have no inclination to be pu- 
niſhed, I aſſure you. 

I Lady. Well, but you may learn it a little 
lower, and not interrupt another. 

24 Lady. I ſhall learn it, Miſs, as ——Oh, 
here comes Miſs Wiſely ; III go. Exit. 


Enter Miſs Wiſely. 
if Lady. Miſs Wiſely, pray how do you pro- 


nounce this word. 

Miſs Wiſely. Eclairciſſement. Tis a very good 
word that we have adopted from the French — It 
ſignifies, Illuſtration, This word, as well as many 
others that we have taken from the French, ſhews 
the great neceſſity of knowing that language, in 
order to have a competent knowledge of our own. 
I think, according to Dr. Johnſon, we have four 
thouſand French words in our language, and they 
fo much in uſe, that it is impoſſible even to read 
the public newſpapers. without underſtanding 
French, as there 1s ſcarcely a paragraph without 
lome words of French in it. 

1/ Lady. Then you account the ranch lan- 
guage uſeful, as well as agrecable, Miſs Wiſely. 

Miſs Wijely. Moſt certainly. — For example; if 
you travel in Spain, Portugal, Ruſſia, or Turky, 
and know French, you can always be underſtood, 

although 
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although you know not their reſpective langua- 


ges; becauſe all genteel people in thoſe coun— 
tries, as in England, learn French, it being the 
univerſal language. | 

1/ Lady. I always thought the Engliſh lan- 
guage excelled that of the French. 

Miſs Wiſelv. So it does in its copiouſneſs, ner- 
Mr 4 and force of expreſſion. But for familiar 
dialogue, the French claims the ſuperiority, their 
ſounds in general not being ſo harſh as thofe in 
our language. 

1% Lady. 1 thank you, Miſs Wiſely, for this 
little diſſertation on languages, and I'll endeavour 
to bd it by application. [ Exit, 


Enter N. iſs Fullgold. 


1 am obliged to you, Miſs Wiſely ; perhaps it 
will be in my power, ſome time or other, to re- 
quite all your kindneſſes. I loft my tea this after- 
noon. 

Miſs Wiſely, Do not blame me, Miſs Fullgold ; 
*tis you who are culpable. Have I not excuſed 
you three days ſucceſſively, till I ſaw you trifled 
with my indulgence, and then my duty rouſed 
me. 

Miſs Fullgold. Then you make a duty of puniſh- 
ment, and I imagine take a pleaſure in the exc- 
cution. 

Mis Wiſely. No, Miſs; but you are ſent here to 
learn, not to waſte your time in inſignificant diſ- 
courſe, and childiſh amuſements. 

Ms Fullgold. As for that, Miſs Wiſely, I ſhall 
not 4 you how I am to ſpend my time. 

Miſs Wiſely. Then do not blame me if puniſh- 


ment is annexed to neglect, And I beg, Miſs 


Fullgold, 
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F ullgold, you'll be more civil and obliging, for 
they are qualities of a lady. 

Miſs Fullgold. Yes, Miſs Wiſely, I will be civil 
and obliging to thoſe who are my equals in birth 
and fortune. I'll be civil and obliging to Miſs 


Diamond, Miſs Maline, Miſs Fiere, and ſuch 


others; but not to tradeſmen's daughters. 
Mis Wiſely. If you call this nobility, Miſs Full- 
gold, let me tell you, you deceive yourſelf very 


much, for virtue is the only nobility. By that 
word is meant, not only all the cardinal virtues, 


but love, friendſhip, humility, and politeneſs, 

Mis Fullgold. Ah! Ah! Ah! Miſs Wiſely; you 
may harangue about your cardinal virtues, your 
humility and politeneſs, as long as you pleaſe. 
But J aſſure you, Miſs Fullgold will never be 
brought to believe, that all your learning, ſenſe, 
and judgment, will ever counterbalance two 
thouſand pounds a year, and a title at the death 
of my mother. With ſuch fortune, I ſhall not 
follow the dictates of a teacher in a boarding 
ſchool. Bleſs me, why did my pops place me 
among ſuch poor beings! _ 
Mis Wiſely. Then you imagine every thing can 
be attained with two thouſand a year. 

Mis Fullgold. Moſt certainly. Dreſs, equi- 
page, country and town houſe, ſervants, and all 
other requiſites. 


Mfs Wiſely. Perhaps Miſs Fullgold may be 
ſatisfied with the pomp and parade of the Beau 


Monde, and I believe ſuitable only to one of 
Miſs Fullgold's notions. But do you not 
think, Mif Fullgold, that a good Education 1 is 


2 very neceſſary part of 5 lady ? 2 Mel 
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education. I can play upon the harpſichord, 
dance, fing, talk French. 


only for relaxation and amuſement. 


Miſs Fullgold. To be ſure; and I have a good 


What would you 


have more ? 


Mise Wiſely. You ſpeak of dancing and muſic, 


as the moſt valuable branches of education. 


 , Miſs Fullgold, Moſt certainly! They are Hea- 
thens only, who know not how to dance, ſing, and 
play upon. the harpſichord, and would be ouſted 


out of all genteel company; would be as de- 


ſpiſed as Thelypthora by the ladies, or Seneca 
\by a libertinſe. Gas | 
i, Wiſely. Icannot, indeed, appreciate dancing 


and muſic as Miſs Fullgold does, and look upon 


them, when compared to the nobler parts of 
education, as a gilt frame to a maſterly painted 
picture, which may heighten it in the eſtimation 
of the ignorant beholder, but is no value to the 
. merits of the piece. = 


Miss Fullgold. Bleſs me, Miſs Wiſely, ho you 


talk Why there is the Dutcheſs of Devon- 


ſhire, who invents and regulates every thing of | 
faſhion and elegance in dreſs, and. many more of | 
the nobility, who can dance, ſing, and play upon | 
the harpſichord beyond deſcription, and are fo. | 


much admired. They don't plague themſelves 


with your ſort of learning. 


} bs. "4 


Ms Wiſely. You miſtake, Miſs Fullgold ; for | 


I am well informed the Dutcheſs you have juſt | 


mentioned, is a lady whoſe education equals her 
.exalted ſtation in life, and ſhe is neither vain of 
riches, nor proud of her perſonal accompliſh- | 
ments, but uſes theſe ſuperficial parts of learning. | 


Mis | 


tenſions to it. 
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Miſs Fullgold. It does not ſignify, Miſs Wiſely ; | 
] am ſtill prepoſſeſſed in favor of dancing, muſic, 
and the polite accompliſhments, 

Miſs Wiſely. Then you account intellectual 
knowledge, refinement, ſentiment, judgment, 
wit and manners, unneceſſary in your ſyſtem 


of education, 


Miſs Fullgold. What has a perſon of two 


thouſand a year, to do with wit and judgment ? 


hey can have them for pay. Why there 


are many poor wits who will exhauſt themſelves 
| for a good dinner in a great family; and as for 


manners, people of rank and fortune may aſſume 
what manners they pleaſe. 

Miſs Wiſely. Then you diſlike learning. 

Miſs Fullgold. Even as I diſlike you, who are 


always teazing and tormenting me with your 


learning, your grammar, and your nonſenſe. III 
have nothing to do wah it, and renounce all pre- 

Miſs Wiſely. How can that be, when J declare 
you are a ſummary of gm, and contain all 
the parts of ſpeech, | 

Miſs Fullgold How ! I contain all the parts of 
ſpeech, and ſcarcely know the names of them = 
Explain yourſelf. 

Miſs Wiſely. Why then you are an article, as 
being of trifling conſequence. 

A noun, as being a large ſubſtance of matter. 

An adjective, as having only the ſhadow of | 
real underſtanding. 

A pronoun, becauſe in company you ſupply 
the place of abſent merit, 

A verb, as being active in all things ridicu- 
lous. 

F 2 A par- 
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A participle, as partaking both of folly and 


inanity. 


An adverb, for you are here, there, and every 
where. 

A prepoſition, as always placing yourſelf before 
real worth. 

A conjunction, becauſe you connect others in 
dike by your inſolence and impertinence. 

And an interjection, becauſe your appearance 
excites both pity and ſhame. 

Miſs Fullgold. Abominable creature, —If I were 
queen, I'd have you baniſhed. 
Miſs Wiſely. What queen, Miſs ? for you want 
every qualification to ſway the regal ſcepter. If 
you were poſſeſſed of our Queen's great abilities, 
you would be amiable, indeed. For ſhe is great, 
without pride—wiſe, without conceit—powerful, 
without oppreſſion humble, without ſervility 
witty, without offence - prudent, without mean - 
neſs, and charitable without vain-glory—an orna- 
ment to her ſex—an example to her ſubjects — 

and beloved and eſteemed by all the world. 

Miſs Fuligold. My fortune will make me 
eſteemed and admired. 

Miſs Wiſely. Courted and Gigs upon, flat- 
tered and deceived, duped and deſpiſed. It may 
be faid of you, as of the Jews of old, they wor- 
ſhip only the golden image. Let me tell you, 
Miſc Fullgold, that fortune and title, without 
education and judgment, are like Jack the Giant 


Killer, and Tom Hickerthrift, in a ſuperb gold 


binding, which are no ſooner opened than they 
expole themſelves to general contempt, and ſhew 
how unworthy they are of ſuch ornaments, = 

Mys 
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Miſs Fullgold. All this is very pretty indeed, 
Miſs Wiſely; but after all that has been ſaid, [ 
cannot ſee thoſe great advantages ariſing from 
your ſort of education, nor the great difference 
that you ſay it cauſes. 

Miſs Wiſely. T'll tell you, then, the great dif- 
ference between internal and external learning. 
hat the one will make us the delight and 
favourite of the wiſe ; and the other the envy and 
hatred of the illiterate. 
Miſs Fullgold. It was not ſo at my former 
ſchools. There dancing, dreſſing to advantage, 
playing at cards, and haughty airs, were looked 
upon as the Haut Ton of education. But here is 
nothing but books and grammar rules till one is 
ſtupid, and diſpoſſeſſed of one's five natural 
ſenſes. 5 3. 

Miſs Wiſely. Tt does not render Miſs Witty and 
Miſs Learnwell ſtupid; they wiſh to improve them- 
ſelves, and at the ſame time to pleaſe their 
teachers. Oh, Miſs Fullgold, what two valu- 
able qualities in a young lady ! 

Miſs Fullgold. Yes, yes, I know you'll applaud 
Miſs Witty and Miſs Learnwell, becauſe they are 
in the liſt of book-worms; they have caught the 
infection. But they are poor, and have no- 
thing elſe to recommend them. 

Miſs Wiſely. Learning is an ineſtimable and 
commendable qualification, Miſs Fullgold. 

Mis Fullgold. Is it an ineſtimable and com- 
mendable qualification to be poor; for almoſt all 
the poets and wits are ſo. There's Mr. Peda- 
gogue, our French and writing-maſter, he is one 
of your geniuſes; he has wrote a play; ſet the 
Whole country in an uproar about its merit; but 

1 find, 


"a, 
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I find, for the moſt. part, tis but an inſipid 
piece. | 6 0 
Miß Wiſely. Perhaps thoſe who cenſure it may 
not be competent judges of the piece or ſubject. 
Miß Fullgold. Well, IT do not like him with all 
his knowledge ; and I imagine by his cloſe appli- 
cation to ſtudy, he'll be found in the ſtreet with 
a dog, beſeeching the commiſeration of the cha- 
ritable and benevolent, or elſe petitioning ſor a 
vacancy in Emanuel Hoſpital; while I ſhall be 
rolling in my phaeton, attended with a train of 
ſervants. 5 | NT 
. Miſs Wiſely. And in that ſituation you would 
not relieve him ? e 
Miſs Fullgold. Yes, Miſs Wiſely, moſt aſſuredly 
I ſhould; although Mr. Pedagogue treats me 
rather harſhly ſometimes. 
Mi Wiſely. I'm well pleaſed to hear that. 
For pity, with a deſire to relieve, is one of the 
nobleſt qualities of the human ſoul. (Aſide.) I 
confeſs Mr. Pedagogue 1s a little fevere, and I 
have heard my Governeſs make the ſame remark. 
But he will be obeyed. | 5 
Miſs Fullgold, What a difference At the 
other ſchool, it was uſual for the ladies to make a 
butt of the French maſter.— We uſed to pull 
off his wig- pin a paper, with ſome impertinence 
written thereon to his back - and a thouſand other 
tricks. But here, all tremble at the name of Mr. 
Pedagogue. nn” 
Mis Wiſely. Except in the exerciſe of inſtruc- 
tion, he is very moderate, and is very kind to 
thoſe that learn well ; for he always rewards them. 
But to the negligent and inattentive, he is a little 
ſevere, —— Indeed, Miſs Fullgold, I do not 
| wonder 
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wonder that you like not learning, fince you have 
ſpent ſo much time at ſchool, and have accumu- 
lated ſo ſmall a portion of it.—— Nay, it is ne- 
ceſſary to unlearn the greateſt part of what you 
have learned, before you can begin to learn what 
is needful for a young lady of Miſs Fullgold's 
fortune and connections. Indeed, I think that 
every ſpecies of injuſtice and diſhoneſty may be 
atoned for and retaliated ; but a breach of truſt 
in education is truly unpardonable, becauſe tis 
unatonable. Money, eſtates, and all kinds of 
property may be retaliated ; but they who negle& 

my education, may be juſtly ſaid to deprive me 
of my ſoul. 

Shakeſpeare tells us, that a good name is the 
moſt precious thing to be robbed of. But I op- 
poſe education to good name; becauſe, when 
good name is loſt, education will ſupport with 
ortitude under the calamity and diſtreſs, and wilt 
teach us to bear it with patience and reſolution. 

_ Miſs Fullgold. indeed, Miſs Wiſely, your rea- 

ing is ä 


Enter Betty. 


Miſs Wiſely, my miſtreſs would be glad to 
ſpeak to you immediately. 


_- Mifs Wiſely, I am coming, Betty. Adieu, 
"Miſs Fullgold. | 


Miſs Fullgold Hola. 


' begin to like Miſs Wiſely. I think the 
reaſons well ; and ſhould have * very glad to 
have finiſhed the diſcourſe with her. However, 
I'll ſee her again the firſt opportunity. [ Exit. 


Enter 
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Enter Miſs Witty, meeting Moſs Avide. 


Miſs Witty. Ah, Miſs Avide, how do you do? 
bid you make a good dinner to ny Hey 
day, what's the matter? 
- [Miſs Avide don't ſpeak, but looks contemptuouſly. 
Miſs Witty, Why vous vous retrouſſez le Nez, 
like the 40g s ears of a child's book, and look as 
black as the laſt learned page. 

Miſs Avide. 1 wiſh I was a match for you. 

Miſs Witty. You are an over-match for me 
when we are at table; and if you were to ſwallow 
learning as your food, 1 think Solomon' s wiſdom 
would be eclipſed. 

Mis Avide. I can't help my appetite. 

Mis Witty. Nor I rny wit. 

Miſs Avide, You are always teazing me about 
eating. 

My it Witty. And you me about ee e ” 

Mis Avide. My eating hurts nobody but my- 
ſelf; but your wit is often offenſive to others. 

Mis Witty. You miſtake ; your eating offends 
your papa and mamma, who would be very glad 
if you ate leſs, and learned more. 

M % Avide, You'll make me deſpiſe learning. 

Miss Witty. And you me eating. 

Miſs Avide. I wiſh you'd go about your 
buſineſs, Miſs Witty. 

Miſs Witty. I have no buſineſs to do, fs I have 
learned my taſk. What ſay you? 

Miſs Avide. Hang the taſks. 

Miſs Witty. Nay, rather hang yourſelf, and 
leave the vacuum for one, who would learn to 
manage your fortune. 

Me 45 Avide, Pu ay no longer with you. [ Exit. 
Mis 


BOARDING SCHOOL oisszerrp. 4x 
Miſs Witty, Nor I neither, for I ſee my Gover- 


neſs coming. 2 [ Exif. 


Enter Govtrneſs and Miſs Wiſely. - 


Gov. Well, Miſs Wiſely, have you been able 
to make any diſcovery y et ? 

Mis Wiſely. No, Na am, I have had ſome 
groundleſs accuſations made to me 
trivial to acquaint you with, _ 
ov. Well, my dear, perſevere until you make 
a diſcovery. 

Mis Wi ehh. You may reſt aſſured I will. 


[ Gov. exiens & rediens. 


Gov. Oh, Miſs Wiſely ! My dear, about the 
ladies clothes, are they in forwardneſs for packing 
up for the holidays. 

. Miſs Wiſely. Les, Ma'am, every thing is ready 
whenever you pleaſe to order the packing. 


Gov. Well then, Miſs Wiſely, we'll fix it for 


Let me conſider, have I any 
Oh, 


this afternoon, 
thing elſe: to ſpeak about at preſent ? 
Miſs Workwell's ruffles. 
Miſs Wiſely. They'll be finiſhed, Ma'am. 

Gov. That's well; I am very glad of it; for J 
would not willingly diſappoint her, becauſe ſhe 
has been very obliging and uſeful in recommend- 
ing the ſchool.— Oh let us take care that Miſs 
Gripe's things are all right, for | have not forgot 


the commotion about the old tippet that was loſt. 


—And be careful that Miſs Avide has as much as 
ſhe can eat, or-elſe ſhe'll complain again to her 
parents that ſhe is ſtarved, _ 

Ms Wiſely. J have been very circumſpect in 
Miſs Gripe's things, and will take ſpecial care 


that Miſs Avide ſhall have enough. | 
8 Gov. 


but too 


42 Tur GOVERNESS; OR, THE 


Gov. Well then, all's well ſo far; —ſo now I'! 

go and order things for dinner. I Exit. 
Enter Miſs Fiere. 

Miß Wiſely. Ah, Mils Fiere! 

Miſs Fiere. I owe you no converſation. 
[ Haughtily. 

Mifs Wiſely. Indeed, Mifs Fiere, I know not 
why you affect ſo much pride and wenne, or 
what you have to be proud of. 

Miſs Fiere. What! is not my papa a ende 
man ? and am I not admired for my beauty? 

Miſs Wiſely. J muſt confels that your perſon is 
well formed and handſome ; and if your mind was 
equal to it, you would have, perhaps, ſome thing 
to be proud of. —But let me tell you, that unleſs 
you attempt to adorn your mind, your beauty 
will be only the admiration of the ignorant and 
conceited coxcomb, and you will be diſregarded 
and neglected by men of ſenſe and underſtanding. 
And when that beauty fades, you will have the 
unſpeakable mortification to ſee yourſelf deſpiſed, 
even by thoſe who were once your admirers. 
Mis Fiere. You may ſay what you pleaſe; but. 
I ſhall not follow the dictates of a teacher in a 
boarding ſchool. 

Miſs Wiſely, Tis your duty to obey your 
teachers. 

Miſs Fiere. No, no; I have been taught quite 
otherwiſe ; for before I came to this ſchool, I 
went to a genteel ſchool in town, where they uſed 
to learn taſks every evening, but I never learned 
1 ef 
2 Wiſely, Why fo ? 
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Miſs Fiere. Why I no ſooner took my books to 
learn what was impoſed on me, but my papa and 
mamma ordered me peremptorily to put them 
away, telling me it was ſufficient to learn at 
ſchool, without confuſing myſelf with books at 
home. I told them I ſhould be puniſhed for 
neglect of duty ; but they told me I ſhould not 
be puniſhed, for they would ſend an excuſe for 
me. By this means I had taſks given me every 
night, bur I never learned them; and therefore 
ditregarded entirely the injunctions of my teachers, 
although they were accompanied with threats of 
puniſhment, Thele things I communicated to 
the ladies of the ſchool, who, ſome by one 
means, and ſome by another, always evaded the 
learning taſks, As 

Miſs I iſely. But what ſaid the Governeſs ? 

Miſs Fiere. At firſt ſhe was provoked to ſee her 
conſequence leſſened ; but ſhe was obliged to 
ſubmit; for we were her beſt ſcholars, and ſhe 
was in fear of offending our parents, and loſing 


us. —Belides, I am ſure Oh here comes Miſs 
Depit ; I'll go and meet her. Exit. 
Miſs Wiſely Sola. 


Who could ſuppoſe that parents could furniſh 
their children with ſuch dangerous weapons againſt 
themſelves, and their children's future happineſs. 
Nao wonder that teachers are treated with 
ſuch infolence, if theſe precepts are given at 
home. But, parents, look to the conſequences ! 
do not repine at being neglected and diſregarded 
by your children, if you yourſelves teach them 
to negle& and diſregard their inſtructors. For 


that contempt with which they creat the one, 
e "3s. will 
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will inevitably i in time fall with redoubled weight 
on the other. — Ah, Miſs Depit! | 


Enter Mis Depit. 
* Miſs Deptt. I don't like you. 

Mis Wiſely. Why what's the 3 Nuit 
Depit ? 

Miſs Depit. Becauſe I'm continually . 
by your complaints. 

Miſs Wiſely. Tis becauſe I'm your friend. 

Mis Depit. Excellent friendſhip really, 1 muſt 
confeſs, to procure puniſhment for your friend. 

Mis Wiſely. If you will not receive it as friend- 
ſhip, you will allow *tis my duty. 

Miſs Depit. Then 1 ſhould be very g glad if you 
would e that part of your duty. 

Miſs Wiſely. J aſſure you, Miſs, 'tis pain and 
trouble to me to cauſe you to be puniſhed. 

Miſs Depit. One would not think 5 when you 
practice it ſo often. 

Miſs Wiſely. The fault is not mine; for if you 
would perform the duties of the ſchool], you would 
never be puniſhed, but always rewarded. 

Ms Depit. Yes; if I, were like you, always 
reading and ſtudying, talking about connections, 
ideas, phraſeology, and tranſpoſition at every 
ſpare moment, I ſuppoſe I ſhould be a favourite 
as well as Miſs Witty, Miſs Friendly, and others. 

Miſs Wiſely. Tis true, Miſs Witty and Miſs 
Friendly will become, by their preſent induſtry 
in learning, blazing ſtars in the aſſemblies of the 
wiſe and learned; while thoſe, negleQtul of 
education, will be ſunk into abſcurity. 


Miss Depit. I wiſh we were to change ſituations 


for a weck; I'd have you puniſhed every 5 
ws 
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and then I ſhould ſee whether you would call it 
friendſhip and duty. 


Miſs Wiſely. Indeed, you are very much PL VE 


ken; for I would perform every duty impoſed on 
me. 


Miſs Depit. That you ſhould not, for I would 
impoſe what you could not do. 

Ms Wiſely. Then you would act unjuſtly, and 
not do as you would be done to. 

Mzys Depit. 1 don't care for that, I'd have you 


FD, for I diſlike you. [ Exit, 


Mis Wiſely Sola. 


What a diſagreeable office is a teacher in a 
boarding ſchool ! So many tempers to pleaſe ; ſo 


much anxiety for children's improvement; fo much 


malevolence from the diſobedient and refractory, 
becauſe you are obiiged by duty to compel them 
to perform thoſe things, that the practice of mild 
means will not produce, — So much fatigue, and 
ſo little profit, that a menial domeſtic (except 


the reſpectability of the occupation) is far pre- 
— 


A cry from within, 


Miſs Captious. Miſs Wiſely, Miſs Wiſely, ſave 
me! 
Miſs Wiſely. Bleſs me, what's the matter? 
Miſs Captious. Oh, Miſs Maline ! 
[My Captious without her cap, which is in the 
hand of Mis Maline. 
Miſs Wiſely. What's the cauſe of this ?- 
Miſs Maline always in ſome miſchief, and. dil- 
turbing the peace of others, 


Miſs 


miſchievous Miſs. I did not cut the covers of 
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Ms Maline. Indeed, Miſs Wiſely, the fault is 
not mine. For I went to ſit down juſt now 
in the ſchool upon the French form near Miſs 
Captious, and happened to fit upon her frock 
unintentionally. She immediately aroſe, tweaked 
me by the noſe, and run away. 

Miſs Wiſely. Pm ſurpriſed that two ſuch friends 
as Miſs Maline and Miſs Captious, ſhould ever 
diſagree about ſuch a trifle. 

Miſs Maline. Miſs Captious 1s always ſo very 
teſty and peeviſh, that a miſplaced word will 
ſometimes offend her. — And then ſhe carries 


things to ſuch lengths. 


Miſs Captious. Not fo teſty and peeviſh as you're 


the forms, nor tear Miſs Taudry's frock.—T 
did not cut Miſs Slow-work's apron by the advice 
of Miſs Depit, in order that the blame might fall 
on Miſs Wiſely. 5 
Miſs Wiſely. Upon my honour, ladies, I am 
very .much obliged to you for your intelligence, 
'Tis the beſt piece of news I've heard for a 
long time. 
Miſs Maline. There, Miſs Captious—Theve! 8 
a proof of your friendſhip, upon my word! 
( Miſs Captious and Miſs Maline fall on their 
wr 4 intreating Mis Wiſely not to tell their 
Governe/3, 
Miſs Capticas. Dear Miſs Wiſely, pray don't 
tell my Governeſs. 
Miſs Maline. No, dear Miſs W iſcly, don't tell 


my Governeſs; and when I return to ſchool after 


the vacation, I'll bring you laces, ribbands, 
money, and , Here, Miſs Wiſely, here's 
4 letter. e the letter to Miſs Wiſely. 

| ; Miſs 
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Miſs Wiſely. A letter! (Takes it and reads, and 


in tearing it ſays) Tig very well, *tis a e's Hap 
no conſequence ; but how came the ſeal broke? 

Miſs Caplious. Miſs Fiere, Miſs Depit, and 
Miſs Fullgold, defired me to break it rnd 52 
give it my Governeſs. | 


Enter r Governgſs,. 


Hey day, what's the meaning of this ? Mig 
Maline and Miſs Captious on their knees to Miſs 
Wiſely A very ſtrange fight truly — What's 
che cauſe of it? 

[ Mz/s Maline and Miſs Cap ious hide their faces, 


Gov. Miſs Wiſely, I inſiſt upon knowing the 
cauſe of this. 


Miſs Wiſely, Shall I tell your Governeſs, ladies? 


Both. No, dear Miſs Wiſely ! 

Mis Wiſely. As the cauſe * concerns me, I 
beg you'll deſiſt from all further enquiry. 

Gov. A Governeſs ſhould know every tranſ- 
action in a ſchool. I therefore peremptorily inſiſt 
upon knowing this. 

Miſs Wiſely. Then, Ma'am, before I inform 
you why theſe ladies are on their knees to me, 
and as I pardon the offence, 1 muſt intreat your 
forgiveneſs alſo, 

Gov. You know, Miſs Wiſely, 1 am not in- 
exorable ; ſo let us go into the back parlour, and 


there we can talk the matter over without inter- 


ruption.  , [Exeunt Miſs Wiſely and Gov. 


5 * is Capticus. (Riſing) Oh dear, what ſhall we 
0? 


Miſs Maline. 5 don't know, but tis all your 
fault. 


Miſs — Lou provoked me to it. 


Miſs 


— , . 
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Mi 5. Maline. Nothing ſhould have provoked 
you to betray the ſecrets of your friend. 
Miſo Captious. I am very ſorry, but I can't help 


it now. 


: Miſs Maline. 1 don't mind what is done ; but 
the crime of denying, when I was interrogated 
ſo cloſely about cutting the forms, the frock, 
and the apron—'tis that ſtings me! 

Mys Captious. Oh, as for that, I don't ſce ſo 
great a crime in telling a falſehood. 

Miſs Maline. No, not 2 crime in deviating 
from the truth! _. 

Miſs Captious. No, Miſs ; ; fie at the laſt vaca · 
tion when I was at home, a gentleman came to 
enquire for my papa, my mamma denied him. 
I knowing my papa to be at home, innocently 
faid, yes, mamma, my papa is in the dining- 
room writing. Telling the truth ſo offended my 
papa and mamma, that I was ſent to bed at ix 
o'clock without my tea. 

Miſs Maline. You ſurprize me! 

Miſs Captious. Yes, and at another time would 
read me a lecture of half an hour upon the danger 
of ſtory telling. Why dear me, I have heard 
my Governeſs at my laſt ſchool tell ſuch palpable 
falſchoods to my mamma about my work, till I 


have been almoſt frightened, 


Miſs Maline. Indeed. 

Mis Captious. Yes, indeed ; for I remember 
one time in particular I heard her declare, that ] 
had performed all the work in a piece of em- 
broidery, and I well know thar I did not do the 


_ tenth part,—And ſurely Miſs, if ſtory telling in 


my parents and teachers is not a fault, you can- 
not account it criminal ! in me. 


M. 


* 
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Mis Maline. And why did you not undeceive 

your mamma? 

Mise Captious. Becauſe it was looked upon as a 
capital crime to relate any concern of the ſchool, 

and always puniſhed very ſeverely. 


Enter Miſs WWitty, 


Ah, Miſs Maline and Miſs Captious, how do 
ye do? Why ye look ſad! —— What, are ye 


imitating Shakeſpeare's patience on a monument 


ſmiling at grief? 
Miſs Maline. We have no cauſe to be merry! 


Ms Witty. Nor cauſe to be ſad, when 1 am 


with vou. — Wit, is the ſoul of company. 


Mis Captious. True; ſeaſonable wit, like ſea- 


ſonable phyſic, is wholeſome; otherwiſe tis nau- 


ſeous and diſagreeable. 
Mys Wilty. And as the ak nauſeous and diſ- 
agreeable is very often the moſt ſalutary—— ſo I 


will preſcribe my wit in the ſame manner, and 


will try to purge you of your bad qualities. 
 Mijfs Maline. Then you ſhall practice by your- 
ſelf, for we will leave you. 
Ms Witty. That you ſhall not do, for I will 
follow you. | 


Miſs Captions, I beg, Miſs Witty, you'll not 


incommode us, but inſiſt on your leaving us. 

| Miſs Witty. Why then you'll have me do as 
your ſenſes have done; for I fear they have left 
you, never to return. 


Miſs Maline. Is it not very aſtoniſhing, that we 
can never ſpeak without having an offenſive 


reply? 
Miſs Witty. I mean on all occaſions to render 


myſelf as diſagreeable to you, as a ruſty needle. 
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to a delicate-worker, or a Glenda harpſichord 


to a refined ear. 


Miſs Captions. But why is Miſs Witty? | 

Mis Witty. Becauſe you treat Miſs Wiſely ſo 
ungenerouſly; and you may depend on it, that 
until you make a reform in your conduct, I will 
not retract or diminiſh my ſeverity, but will be a 
true mirror; for whenever you ſee me, you ſhall 
behold your vice and deformity. 
Miſs Maline. You are very provoking, Miſs 


Mile Witty. 1 wiſh I could provoke you to be 
candid and grateful ; but that would be more 1n- 
ſurmountable than diſpoſſeſſing the ignorant of 
their prejudices, or an old governeſs of her mode 
of inſtruction. 

Miss Captious. You'll make yourſelf diſliked 
by every body. 

Miſs Witty. Why if I thought I reſembled you, 
J ſhould wiſh the Fates to 3 me from the 
living, and rid the world of one of the furies. 

NMiſs Captious. Come along, Miſs Maline, this 


is too much; we'll ſtay no longer. [ Exeunt, 


Enter Miſs Wiſely. 


Mi With. Miſs Wiſely, do you know what's 
the matter with Mifs Captious ab Miſs Maline ? 
for they appear as ſad, as if they were deprived 
of a hot breakfaſt in a cold morning, or were 


going to a ball with dirty caps, without flowers 


or feathers, 

Miſs Wiſely. Why I. have made, by accident, 
an important diſcovery; for a quarrel between 
Miſs Maline and Miſs Captious, has m—_ 

Wes 4, © 
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the great myſtery of all the miſchiefs that have 
been done ſo long in the ſchool, | 

Mis Witty. Oh, Miſs Wiſely, what joy you 
give me! Wa and does my Governeſs 
know it? | 

Miſs Wiſely, Yes. 

Miſs Witty. And I hope they'll be condignly 
- puniſhed, 

Miſs Wiſely. No, they will not be puniſhed I 
aſſure you; for I have interceded for them, and 
have procured their pardon. 

Miſs Witty. Is it poſſible? You, who haye 
ſuffered ſo much by their baſeneſs?: 

Miſs Wiſely. Yes, my dear Miſs Witty, 1 hee 
pardoned them, although ſo great a crime, in 
hopes they may reflect, and be ſenſible of its 
atrociouſneſs, and never again be guilty of ſuch 
like offences, 


Enter Servant. 


Miſs Wiſely, my miſtreſs would be glad to 


ſpeak to you. 
Mis Wiſely. Where is ſhe? 
Servant. In the garden, Miſs, with a lady. 


Mis Wiſely, Adieu, Miſs Witty, [ Exits 


Mis Witty, Sola. 
What an eſtimable lady is Miſs Wiſely he 


is wiſe, prudent, kind, generous, and amiable! 


What pity it is that ſhe has not a fortune | 


equal to her accompliſhments ! With her, a 


teacher, I could wiſh to ſpend my life at ſchool! 
At the name of Wiſely, every body ſeems 


charmed, except ſome few unworthies ! 


H2- 7 


Woo eee —̃ ⁵• —ęUV— wer . 


: ' 
1 


— — — — — — — — — — — = pR_ - _— 
2 . ——-— —̃ — = = 
— ä— — 
— — — — — — er FE ern pe — — 
— - __ —_____ FC ———ů— IO" Ie - _ 
— — ̃7ĩ7⁊ ann nes — — — — — — — 
— — —— ———— — — — — — — 


== = 


— ne 
— 


D rr 
— 
—— 
Doc — 


— 


— — 


„5; nn oe mn en 


2 . 
— . ——————— a — = 
— . ———7jꝙ5,te ̃ > II ———— — — —— —ꝛu.: —— 
— —— — — ——ä ᷑ OEreS—e we > - — —— — — — — = — — 


r 

— IE oy ene 
—— 
— 


— 3 


52 Tus GO VERN Ess; on, THE 


Hbe, if the Vi irtues, Graces can inſpire, 
J all the Gods can give, or we N 
[Exil. 


« 4 7 


Euer n and Mes. o. To 


Gov. You ſee; Ma'am, we are very agreeably 
fituated ; fine gardens for the amuſement of the 
ladies, and a very ſalubrious air. 

Mrs. Skillful. Yes, Ma'am, here is every thing 
that can contribute to health; but the place is 
not to be compared to a good Education. 


Goy. Madam, you are very obliging, ind affure 
you, in the inſtruction of your young lady, I'll 
ſtrive to merit and eſtabliſh your good opinion. 

Ars. Skillful. Indeed, Mrs. T eachwell, you 
deſerve all the eulogium that I can beſtow. I 


have proved your merit by an examination of 


Miſs Friendly, Miſs Learnwell, and others, and 
find their education juſt and methodical. —] don't 
mean in large volumes of needle-work, maps, 
embroidery, "and whole ſuits of linen; but the 
more valuable branches of Education, good read- 
ing, good orthography, capable to indite half a 
dozen lines correct in ſenſe and diction, this! 
call learning; and the other an amuſement, and 
ought to be uſed only as a relaxation from intel - 
lectual ſtudies. 

Gov. How very juſt a are your been eren on 
Education! and if every one was as capable of 


f zudging - Governeſſes of real merit would be ade - 


quately recompenſed. But 'tis too often the 
caſe, that parents expect a child's work to be 


ſufficient in value to ay for her education. 


Enter 
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Enter Miſs Wiſely. 
Gov. Miſs Wiſely, here is a lady will aclight 


our's. 


ſhare in the inſtruction of a young lady, where 

the teacher's ability, care, and aſſiduity, can be 
perceived by the parent. 

Mrs, Skillful. Ladies, you will upon trial find 

my daughter deficient ; therefore muſt intreat 

your utmoſt care and attention. 

Gov. Every means that my. experience can ſug- 
geſt, ſhall be employed for the ſpeedy improve- 
ment of Miſs. 

__ Miſs Wiſely. And I will not ſpare pains and di- 
ligence to aid the undertaking, 


[7 he lady gives money to Mi is Wi ſel. 


Governeſs and - lady ſpeak together, M 7 Wi ſel 
walking about the ſtage. 


Gov. I will punctually obſerve all your requiſi- 
tions. 
Mrs. Skillful. For the reſt, 1 entirely depend 
on you. 


Enter Servant. 


The carriage is at the door, Ma'am. 

Mrs. Skillful. Oh very well, I'm coming.— 
Mrs Teachwell your moſt bumble ſervant. 
Miſs Wiſecly, I wiſh you a good day. 

| Governeſs offering to go with the lady. 


As. Skillful. 1 beg, Ma'am, you'll not trouble 
1 | 
Gore 


you—her ſentiments on education are ſimilar to 


Mi iſs Wi rſely. I ſhall be very happy to have a 
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" Gov. Permit us to attend you to your car- 
nog. BFC LExcunt. 


* 3561708 To. Enter Betty. 


Well, well, five ſhillings to day, and two half 
erowns yeſterday, this will do very well. I am 
fure, that as much as in me lies, they ſhall have 
every indulgence that I can give them. III 
take care that their breakfaſtes ſhall be larger, 
and better buttered, than thoſe who do not give 
me ſo handſome. Dear me, how people talk 
about. genrolity Aye, aye, when this is the 
caſe, it makes people generous, The old 
proverb ſays, money makes the mare to go; and 
10 it will ſervants too. Now let me ſee a few 
more ſuch. days as theſe, and then I'll have a 
gown and coat ſuch as my miſtreſs; and then I 
mall be a lady, aye, and a governeſs too in time, 
why not? Lord, people think, that becauſe one's 
a ſervant, one is to have no ambition. 


Re-enter Governeſs and Miſs Wiſely. 


' Gov. Indeed, Mifs Wiſely, ſhe is a very gene- 
rous lady, and a very good judge of learning. 

Miſs Wifely. Generous indeed, Ma'am ; ſhe has 
complimented me with two guineas. 

Gov. And paid the entrance without murmur 
or objection. It has long been my method, Miſs 
Wiſely, to treat all the ladies equal, whether the 
terms -were adequate or not; but I will change 
my conduct, and pay a particular attention to the 
moſt generous and beſt terms. 

Mifs Wiſely. Indeed, Ma'am, I think f It 1s but 
zult 1 it ſhould be lo, 
| Gove 
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Gov. Now, Miſs Wiſely, you'll go, and pre- 
pare all things for the reception of Miſs; and J. 
in the interim, will go and order tea to be got in 
readineſs. _ Ny e Gov. 


Meſs Entett . 
Miſs Wiſely, Miſs Wiſely, what have we got 2 


new ſcholar? 

Miſs Wiſely. Yes, Miſs ; and a very promiling 
young lady, I aſſure you. 

Mijs Entete. What buſineſs is her papa? 

Mijs MWiſehy. No buſineſs, Miſs; he s a gentle- 
man. 

Miſs. Enteté. Oh, I am very glad of it; for that 
will mortify Miſs F. jere, Miſs Captious, and Miſs 
Maline.— But what's the reaſon that ſhe is come 
to ſchool ſo near the vacation? 

MV Wiſely. Why her mamma has had a very 
conſiderable eſtate elt her in the Weſt Indies, 
and her papa and mamma are obliged to leave 
England immediately, to take poſſeſſion of it; 
therefore Miſs Skillful will continue at ſchool till 
their return. 


Miſs Enteté. Has ſhe gor nice cloaths, Miſs 
Wiſely? | 

Mk: Wiſely. Come with me in my room, and 
you ſhall ſee them, for I am going to take an in- 
ventory of them. [ Fxcunt. 


Enter Governeſs, Sola. 


Fifty guineas a year, and five guineas entrance, 
is a very good ſcholar, —But what is more de- 
firable, Mrs. Skillful is a lady who is a judge of 
education, and knows the buſineſs of a governels 
ad 
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—What pleaſure to have to do with the genteel 
and well bred! Such ſweetneſs of manners, ſuch 
refinement of ſentiment, ſuch ſoftneſs in ſpeech, 
and ſuch eaſy behaviour, render the connection 
truly agreeable. For, 


When Parents can of Learning judge aright, 
To teach is then, both Profit and Delight. 


END or nE SECOND ACT. 


ACT 
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AQ? I III. 


The Curtain riſes, and diſcovers the Governeſs and 
Mi 5 fn TRY Tea. | 


[Servant Walling. 


Governeſs. 


ETTY, put ſome water in the pot. 
| Governeſo bs, and ſays to Miſely, 
Is your tea agreeable, Miſs Wiſely 9 _ 

Miſs Wiſely. Yes, Ma'am, it is very agreeable, 
and I reliſh it exceedingly. this afternoon, after a 
fatiguing day. 

Gov. True, Miſs Wiſely, it has been a very 
fatiguing day. The ſucceſſive viſits from the 
parents, and the irregularity that thoſe viſits 
occaſion among the children, have incommoded 
us very much. But in all occupations, Mits 
Wiſely, we muſt expect inconveniences. 

Miſs Wiſely. True, Ma'am; diſagreeable oc- 
currences will ariſe, no doubt, in every ſtation ot 
life. But I think that of a Governeſs the moſt 
arduous and laborious of all genteel profeſſions. 
Gov. To be ſure, Miſs Wiſely, our profeſſion 
abounds with inconveniences, cares, and troubles. 
For we have, Firſt, The childrens tempers and 
diſpoſitions to ſtudy, in order to form a regular 
method whereby they may make the moſt rapid 


improvement, —Secondly, The parents tempers, 
whereby 
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whereby we may retain their children, This 1s a 
part the moſt irkfome: for if ſome parents are 
not careſſed, and their opinions and judgment 
flattered, we loſe their children. Theſe ſort of 
people are content with ſmooth language, and 
\ affable manners, never thinking on the import- 
* ance of their childrens improvement; but ſup- 
i poſe there is a kind of magic in a boarding 
ſchool, that if they are there they muſt learn, 
whether methods are taken ſor the purpole or not. 
And this it is that makes ſo many governeſſes at 
this time purſue ſuch modes of pleaſing the 
parent, rather than inſtructing the child, becauſe 
they know, by experience, that is the beſt method 
of promoting their buſineſs. 

Mis Wiſely. 1 muſt confeſs, Ma'am, that this 
ſort of governeſſes are not indebted to you for 
eulogiums. 

Gov. Indeed, Miſs Wiſely, what I ſay | is true; 
and there are quacks f in our profeſſion as well as 
in ali others. For I ſuppoſe, if boarding ſchools 
were be examined into, there would be found 
a great number, whole governeſſes are decayed | 
tradeſmen's wives, and not poſſeſſed of more 
education than is neceſſary to provide for a fa- 
mily, and manage a kitchen. 

Miſs Wifely. How unfit are ſuch perſons for 
the tuition of children! 

Gov. Why, the terms, Miſs Wiſely, are a ſuffi- 

_ cient indication of their inability, - Can you 
imagine that twelve or fourteen pounds per 
annum, ſufficient to board and educate a child ? 

| Miſs Wiſely. No, Ma'am ; I ſhould think it was 
ſcarcely adequate to pay for the nurſing a child, — 
And I am e how Parents can think their 

children 


— — mm — — — 
N . — 5 — — - — - - — — — — — - 
— — —— — - — —_—_— —_—_——C =: 
- — — — — ——ůůů — — — 2 r 25 2 5.25 - — — ——— — 
— - — ——— — 22 — I —— — — —— — ——— — — —— — 
— — —— — — ———— — —t — — S. — — — — — 5 
— — — — — — — —— —— — —_ — — —— — — — — — — — ns — 
—— . .. — 2 — — 2 — —— 2 
— —- — _ — — * 


— 


— — — Cor OED I — 


"it! 
11 
"nt 

bi 

ih 
If 

| : 
{i 


BOARDING SCHOOL vpisszered. 59 
children can be boarded and inſtructed on ſuch 


terms. 

Gov. Oh, Miſs Wiſely, cheapneſs and cecono- 
my in education, are very predominant at this 
time; and we muſt not wonder at it, ſince dreſs 
and appearance call for ſuch large ſupplies. And 
certain it is, that education decreaſes, by the di- 
minution of price; for perſons of ability will, 
and ought to be paid as ſuch. 

Miſs Wiſely. But are not ſuch governeſſes eaſily 
detected by the {kilful and diſcerning ? 

Gov. Nothing more eaſy; for the aukwardneſs 
of their behaviour, the barbarouſneſs of their 
language, and the impropriety of their manners, 
at once betray them, and expoſes, through a 
genteel external appearance, how little worthy 
and capable they are of their profeſſion, 

Miß Wiſely. What a groſs impoſition on the 
public, that ſuch perſons .ſhould be ſuffered to 
undertake the education of children! 

Gov. I could wiſh a plan was adopted by Par- 
liament to reſtrain all fuch perſons from the 
buſineſs of teachers, unleſs examined by proper 
perſons that the Legiſlature ſhould appoint ; and 
thoſe perſons qualified, ſhould have a certificate 
from ſuch great authority. This would be the 
effectual means of rewarding perſons of real 
merit. 

M. Wiſely. What pity 'tis that parents cannot 
educate their children! 

Gov. True, Mils Wiſely. Education ſhould 
begin in the firlt ſtate of ee and be conti- 
nued with care till a proper age. And then, if 
parents are not capable, or have not leiſure ſuffi- 
cient, let them be traniplanted in a boarding 
1 ſchoo 
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ſchool of merit, where virtue and morality, 
blended with good literature, are the reigning 
properties. The effects of ſuch education would 
be great and glorious. But at home, children 
hear and ſee too often, things unfit for their 
tender years; and I am ſorry to ſay, that ſome- 
times parents let fall improper and looſe words in 
the hearing of children, that they think children 
do not attend to. Some are very much hurt and 
corrupted from a ſtreet acquaintance, where no- 
thing can be learned but vulgar ſayings, and im- 
proper practices. Theſe are brought to ſchools, 
and being canvaſſed in their little minds, aſſiſt 
very much to vitiate them; and in future, parents 
wonder where their children have learned ſuch 
things, and too often attribute them to boarding 
ſchools, 

Miſs Wiſely. Indeed, Ma'am, if what you fry 
is true, I do not wonder that our ſex in general 
are ſo badly inſtructed, and return to their parents 
with ſo little intrinſic knowledge, after. paſſing a 
long ſeries of years at ſchool. 

Gov. There is another cauſe ; the generality of 
parents expect a great deal of needle-work, be- 
cauſe they are judges of it. Dancing, as being 
a polite accompliſhment, and ſets off their chil- 
dren to the beſt advantage in company. It 1s 
very neceſſary theſe ſhould be done; but then the 
more valuable branches of education ſhould not 
be left undone. | 

Miyjs Wiſely. Pray, Ma'am, what is the reaſon Þ 
that the French language is ſo badly taught, in 
general, in England! ? 

Gov. Tis the mediocrity of the price that 
cauſes the French language to be ſo ill-taught 1 in 
our 


e — 


' BOARDING SCHOOL, prsszerep. 61 


our ſchools.—— For can you ſuppoſe that half a 
guinea per quarter 1s ſufficient for a man of abi- 
lity to teach a foreign language? or can you 


imagine that an able foreigner, a man of erudi- 


tion, will paſs his time in England to teach his 
own language, for ſo ſmall a pittance ? | 

Miſs Wiſely. And 'tis for that reaſon we have 
French ſo badly taught in ſome ſchools in Eng- 
land ! | 

Gov. Moſt certainly; for the greateſt part of 
French maſters are Swiſſers, or Provincials, perſons 
of mean birth, and no education; ſome having 
travelled through France in the capacity of ſer- 
vants, and having acquired the loquacious part 
of the language, come to England, engage them- 
ſelves for French maſters in our ſchools, and 
lometimes in thoſe called reſpectable ones. 

Miſs Wiſely. And pray, Ma'am, is it the ſame 
with female teachers, common!y called Made- 
moiteties? © EE OL | 

Gov. Why juſt the ſame; they have been for the 
moſt part ſervants in ſome of the provinces in France, 
and diſliking ſervitude in their own country, ſeek 
it in a more reſpectable line of life, that of a 
French teacher in a boarding ſchool. And what 
1s very aſtoniſhing, theſe people are eſteemed 
becaule they are wholly ignorant of Engliſh ; as 
if it was poffible to teach French to a native of 
England, or Engliſh to a native of France, with- 
out having a competent knowledge of both lan- 
guages. Tg 


M. Wiſely. Are there not abuſes practiſed in 


boarding ſchools by ſuch illiterate people? 


_ Gov. Oh, Miſs Wiſcly, 'tis incredible what 


great abuſes are exerciſed in boarding ſchools. I 


have 


- 
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have known whole ſuits of linen worked for a 
teacher by the ladies, at a time when they ſhould 
have been in bed and aſteep, and unknown to the 
governeſs. Some teachers, becauſe the ladies 
do not bring them money after each receſs—for 
ſome parents are not ſo. generous as others. And 
teachers are mean enough to find frequent cauſes 


to puniſh them, and to treat them with neglect 


and ſeverity. 


Miſs Wifely. Indeed, Ma'am; is it poſſible that | 


teachers can be ſo deſpicably mean ? 
Got. Not when we conſider what they are for 


the moſt part. Why I have known that they 


have accepted the ladies laces that have been in- 
ferted in the inventory. And when interrogated 


why they have received ſuch things, have replied | 


with confidence, The ladies gave them to me. 
Miſs Wiſely. How baſe and unjuſt ! And what 
Pity it is that ſuch crimes are ſuffered to paſs 
with impunity !—Alas! Alas! what ſort of con- 
duct muſt I hold, if by any unforeſeen event I 
ſhould be obliged to leave you !—And how happy 
ought I to be, that I have been placed in fuch a 
good family, where ſuch criminalities are not 
practiſed. Happy ſhould I be, if it was in my 
power to compenſate all the kindneſſes that I have 
received from you. — The ſmall ſum that my 
uncle has paid, is too trifling a recompenſe for 
the education that I have received; but if ever I 
ſhould enjoy the ſmiles of fortune, you may com- 
mand me. E 


Geo. Ah, my dear Miſs Wiſely, I believe your 


intention is noble; but young folks are fo ac- 
cuſtomed to change their ſentiments with their 
fortunes, that if preſſed by neceſſity, I ſhould be 

He happy 
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happy to experience your proffered friendſhip, 


but very ſorry to have an occaſion for it.——b 
know not what fortune intends for me in future; 


but I am ſure riches are not acquired by ſchool 
N Dr 


Enter Betty. 


Miſs Wiſely, here is a letter for you. 


Mis 'Wiſely. I know by the ſuperſcription it 
comes from my kind uncle. Ma' am, if you 


pleaſe, TH retire. 


Gov. No, no, Miſs Wiſely, you may wh it 
here; 3 I'll not interrupt you. 


[ Mifs Wiſely Toy! the — and e ; 


My dear Niece, K 


Prepare yourſelf for the moſt dherpectek, and 
the moſt happy piece of news, that could arrive. 
| have often told you, that your father died when 
you were two years old, and that he left you to 
my care. But at that time his. circumſtances, by 
loſſes on the ſeas, reduced him to the cruel ne- 
ceſſity of leaving his native country, and ſeek a 
fortune in the Eaſt Indies. He is now returned 
with a ſhip, laden with riches of an iminenſe 


value, and will accompany me to ſee you in about 
two-hours, 


Miſs Wiſh. Oh, my uber lives! © 


Gov. She faints! the faints! Help, Betty! 
Ladies, help! 


Beth and Ladies enter. 


Betty. Poor dear Miſs Wiſely ! — My heart 
ps bleeds 
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bleeds to fee you thus; for I'm ſure you are a 
good creature 
. Gov. Lead her to my room, ant get TR 
ſome hartſhorn and water ſpeedily ! This 
news comes too ſudden for her ſpirits. 

| [ Exeunt Gov, and Betty. 


Manent Miſs Friendh, Miſs Witty, and others. 


. Miſs Friendly. Alas, poor Miſs Wiſely ! I won- 
4 what's the cauſe of this? 

Miſs Depit. Oh never mind, I am glad of it, 
ſhe had not pity on. me yeſterday. —] am ſure if 
ſhe were to die, I ſhould not care. 

Miſs Friendly. Are you not aſhamed to utter 
ſuch thoughts ?—Becauſe you merited the puniſh- 
ment you received, you are angry with Miſs 
Wiſely. Oh fie! Oh fiel 

Miſs Witty. Excellent method of revenge, 
truly; to burn your books, becauſe you were 
puniſhed for not learning your taſk! —— Like 

farmer Gaſpall's wife, who killed nine pigs out of 
revenge to a ſow, becauſe ſhe did not litter ten! 
Ha! Ha! Ha! | 

Miſs Depit. I don't like you better than Mis 
Wiſely; for you reſemble her in all things. 

Miſs Witty. Your love and reſpect I afk you not 
for. If I have the eſteem of Miſs Wiſely, I 
value your's as a counterfeit guinea to a ſtandard 
ONCE, : 
Miſs Fullg o1d. 1 don't efteem Miſs Wiſely, for 

all you can 51 in her behalf. | 

Miſs Witty. Oh, your eſteem is like the pre- 
ſent mode of gauze, which is of no material | 


uſe; and when nN found to be but poor Þ 
mt ſtuff. 3 
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Miſs PFullgold. Your inſolence is unſufferable, 


| and your compariſons odious. 


Miſs Witty. Odious you may think em, but 1 
aſſure you they are juſt; and I declare you are 


more ſtrange, inconſiſtent, and unnatural, than 


all the Metamorphoſes of Ovid. 

Mifs Friendly. And her hatred to you will ex- 
ceed that of Juno for Eneas. 

Miſs Enteté. ] cannot ſay that I am fond of 
Miſs Wiſely. 

Mifs Friendly. My dear, that is not at all to be 
wondered at; for you have not been at ſchool 
long enough to diſcern and experience her good 
qualities. 

Miſs Fiere. Every body diſlikes Miſs Wiſely. 

Miſs Witty. Every body, like Miſs Fiere, whoſe 
whole judgment conſiſts in bagatelles of dreſs, 
reſembling the aſs when ornamented with flowers, 
wondering at the ignorance of the other beaſts 1 in 


not electing him their king. 


Miſs Maline, I hate her. 

Miſs Witty. Indeed, I don't believe you love 
her; but your love would be as inſipid to Miſs 
Wiſely, as water gruel without ſalt. 

Miſs Maline. Why you abominable creature, 
75 are fo provoking, I can hardly contain my- 
e 

Miſs Witty. Contain yourſelf ; I know you con- 
tain more inflammable gaz than would fill Lu- 
nardi's balloon, with this difference, that inſtead 
of aſcending in the light airy atmoſphere of Ju- 
piter, you will deſcend in the black ſooty regions 
of Pluto. 


M 5 Caplious. J hate her mortally. 
K Miſs 
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Miſs Witty, So much the better; for your 
mortal hatred will cauſe her fame to be immortal. 

M: iſs Fiere, You fee, ladies, there is no poſſibility 
of gaining any advantage; let us attack her all 
together. 

Miſs Witty. You'll not find in me, perhaps, 
one of thoſe generals, who can boaſt of courage 
in the ſenate, and capitulate in the field. No, 
Jai bec and ongles; and if attacked, will defend 
myſelf, Amazon like, againſt a legion, knowing 
the virtue of my cauſe. 

Miſs Friendly. I'll aſſiſt you, Miſs Witty, if 
they uſe violence. 

Miſs Witty. Then there is nought to fear; for 
we can cruſh them as Hercules did the. hydra of 
Lerna. But let me know the cauſe of com- 
plaint. TY | 

Miſs Friendly. You know it very well; they 
condemn Miſs Wilely's duty for malevolence. 
Miſs Witty. Oh, tis very common with the 
ignorant to deſpiſe others, for qualities they 
poſſeſs not. What ſays Miſs Depat ? 

Miſs Depit. Say ? why that you, Mails Friendly, 
and Miſs Wiſely, are 

Mijs Witty. Three ſworn friends, that deſpiſe 
and contemn all that Miſs Depit can ſay or 
do. 

Mifs Depit. Oh, I'Il ſeek revenge another way, 
that's what I will. [ Exit, 
Miſs Witty. 'm fare it will be vulture-like upon 
yourſelf, —And what ſays Miſs Fiere ? 

Miſs Fiere. I ſhall ſay nothing, indeed. 

Mijs Witty, That's wiſe; for you have nothing 
to 2 or {hew but haughty airs. 


Ms 
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Miß Fiere, Why then I'Il tell you, that you 
are an inſolent, impertinent creature, and not 
worth my notice. [ Exit haughtily. 
Miſs Witty. And now you have emitted your 
rancour; but 'tis Phoenix like, fans the fire that 
conſumes her. What ſays Miſs Simple? 
Miſs Simple. Indeed, Miſs Witty, I have no 
diſlike of my own for Miſs Wiſely, but I was ad- 
vided to it. I'm ſure ſhe always treated me 
very kind, that's what ſhe did. —— P11 be of 
their party no longer. [ Exit. 


Miſs Witty Iooking about, 


Hey day, what all gone and left me? 

Miſs Friendly. Aye, Miſs Witty, you may 
row ſay with Cæſar, Veni, vidi, vici. is 

Miſs Witty. Indeed, Miſs Friendly, I am 
aſtoniſhed: that Miſs Wiſely is ſo much diſliked 
by the ladies. . | 

Miſs Friendly, Why *tis always the caſe in 
ſchools, where teachers do their duty confcien= 
tiouſly. 8 | 

Miſs Witty. T believe, if Miſs Wiſely was to 
cajole the ladies of their money, and excuſe them 
to my Governeſs, ſhe would be better liked. . 

Miſs Friendly. But Miſs Wiſely's ſoul is formed 
of another ſpecies of matter. She deteſts a mean- 


neſs; and would ſuffer the rack, rather than be- 


tray her truſt. 
afflicted! 


Oh here ſhe comes, but ſeems 


Enter Mifs Wiſely. 


Miſs Friendly. Ah! my dear Miſs Wiſely fad! 
From whence comes ſadneſs to my friend? 
© Miſs 
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Miſs Witty. What can have given cauſe for ſad- 
neſs in dear Miſs Wiſely, whoſe appearance to me 
is as axfecable and animating, as the warm reful, 
gent rays of the ſun 1 in a cold cloudy day ? 


AM iſs WW: ifely, looking 1 at one, and then at the 
otzer, fighing, 
Oh! my father lives ! 
Both. "Aſtoniſhing | | 
Miſs Wiſely. Tis true; and I have juſt had an 
interview with him. 

Miſs Friendly. Then why ſad, my dear? you 
have reaſon to 1 * joyful! 
Mfs Witty. Joyful! aye, as a poor author at a 

full benefit; or a young governeſs at a full ſchool. 
Miſs i ;ſely. I confeſs it; and my ſadneſs is a 
Joyful one But 'tis impoſſible for you to have 
the ſenſations that I have on the occaſion.— L, 
who have never known my parents! After an 
abſence of eighteen years, ſuppoſing myſelf an 
orphan, ' cheriſhed and ſupported by an uncle. — 
The ſudden appearance of a father that I never 
knew, muſt produce great emotions of pleaſure 
and pain. Oh, my dear friends, to ſee the 
parent, after ſo long an abſence, embracing ten- 
derly his only child; thanking Heaven, with 
grateful heart, for our deliverance from manifold 
dangers and diſtreſſes, ſighing, with pitying look; 
while the paternal tear, which he ſtriving to con- 
ceal, ſtealing ſoftly from his eyes, fell on my 
cheek, and rent my ſoul with ſorrow. I wept. 
My father wept; and ſtriving to conſole each 
other, tears ſtopt our ſpeech; and with a mutual 
look of joy and anguiſh, we were ſeparated. 


Mi ſs 


living ? 
me, the died ſome few hours after my birth, and 
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Miſs Friendly. Oh, my dear Miſs Wiſely,” how 
your narration affects me! But ſuffering with our 


friend, is friendſhip's nobleſt attribute. 


Miſs Wiſely. Indeed, my dear, it would have 
touched your ſenſibility, to have heard the many 
doubts and fears for my preſent ſafety——the 


many anxieties and cares for my future welfare 


and the many viciſſitudes of fortune that he has 
experienced during his abſence. 


Miſs Friendly. Have you heard any account of 


your mamma, for perhaps ſhe is living? 


Mais Wi ;ſely. I enquired if my mamma was 
He ſighing, anſwered no; and told 


had left me a pledge of that love and affection 
which united them. That I was the lively 
image of all her external beauties. And then, 
turning to my Governeſs, ſaid, I hope her inter- 
nal qualifications equallize; for ſhe was amiable 
indeed. My Governeſs replied, that he would 
not find me deficient, either in education, or in 
the qualities of the mind. Then, he ſaid, I 
am completely happy; and enjoined me to re- 
compenſe my Governeſs for her great care and 
tenderneſs, which I thank Heaven I can now do, 
for I have fortune ſufficient, 

Miſs Friendly. Fortune ſufficient, Miſs Wiſely} 
What pleaſure to hear! Why this is fair weather 
after a ſtorm. 

Mijs Witty, This will be a greater torment to 
Miſs Fiere, Mit Fullgold, Miſs Depit, and Miſs 
Maline, than a flannel ſhift to a nun; the.var to 
the galley ſlave; want of teeth to an old woman; 
or a good appetite at a feaſt, without the per- 

| miſſion 
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miſſion of eating.——Oh,. here comes my Go- 
verneſs; let us go, Miſs Friendly. 
Both. Adieu pou le preſent ma chere amie ! 
LO Manet Ii 8 


Enter Governeſs. 


Miſs Wiſely, my dear, how do you find your- 
ſelf now? | 

Miſs Wiſely. My mind is a little more com- 
pofed, and I am very much obliged to you for 
your care. But pray, Ma' am, how does my 
father! ? 

Gov. My dear, he 1s very well, and juſt gone 
to town with your uncle, his immediate appear- 
ance being neceſſary reſpecting the landing ſome 
of his packages. 

Miſs Wiſely. And without taking leave of me ? 

Gov. My dear, *twas I adviſed him to depart 
ſo abruptly ; and would not have done it, if my 
experience had not ſuggeſted reaſons to me for fo 
doing; for J aſſure you, it was with repugnance 
he departed. Bur he'll return tomorrow, 

Mis Wiſely, Kind, tender parent !—How ſur- 
prized I am that children in general eſteem fo 
little the company of their parents, and are ſo 
little obedient to them. The name of parent 
alone fecms to delight me, and tranſport me with 
pleafure. 

Gov, My dear, the great reaſons why children 
are ſo diſobedient, ariſes from the indiſeretion of 

arents.. Some, from a too great indulgence in 
early infancy, and a ſudden change, without the 
child's perceiving the reaſon.— Others, from a 
rigidity of conduct towards their children, cauſes 
the parent very often to be diſobeyed and diſre- 

carded; 
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garded; and too often from the parent's counter- 
acting the commands at ſchool ; by which means 
the child loſes all reſpect and reverence for teachers, 
and in little time they loſe all reſpect, duty, and 
reverence for their parents. And from hence 


ariſes that common, I may ſay, almoſt univerſal 
practice of ingratitude in children, ſpeaking dif- 


reſpectful of their teachers after they have left 
ſchool. A thing ſo common, that not only 
ſaying diſreſpectful things themſelves, they excite 
good children to adopt the ſame ſentiments and 


opinions; and this being delivered from one to 


another, it 1s very uncommon to find a child 
having left ſchool, who does not treat the name, 
manners, and condutt of their teachers, with diſ- 
reſpect and ridicule. 


Miſs Wijely. J have great reaſon to believe your 


_ obſervations juſt on the conduct of parents towards 


their children. But what a delirium, to truſt the 


education of children to teachers, and to teach 


children to act repugnant to their precepts and 
documents. 


Gov. My dear, this often happens; becaufe 
parents, not being capable to judge themſelves, 


entruſt the education of their children to improper 


and illiterate people, not following the advice of 
Mr. Gay: 


& Seek you to train your fav'rite boy, 

« Each caution, ev'ry care employ ; 

And ere you venture to confide, 

« Let his preceptor's heart be try'd. 

« Weigh well his manners, life, and ſcope; 
« On theſe depend hy future hope.“ 


Euter 
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Enter Bitty. 


Ma'am, here is Mr. Harmony, the muficianer, 
come to know what time he mult come in the 
evening for the ball ? 

Gov. At five o'clock preciſely, and beg he'll 
be punctual. [Exit Betty. 

Apropos. Miſs Wiſely, you'll accompany us 
at the ball? 

Miſs Wiſely. Moſt certainly, Ma'am; but as my 
Papa intends my leaving you, I beg I may firſt 
take leave of the ladies, leſt after the ball I ſhould 
not have an opportunity. 

Gov, Well, we'll walk in the parlour, take a 
olaſs of wine, and then I'II order the ladies to 
attend for that — 5 I Exeunt. 


Hue Ladies. 


if Lady. What dreſs ſhall you have at the 
ball? 
2d Lady. Why, Miſs, I ſhall have a pink alk 
ſlip, trimmed with gauze and Italian flowers, a 
cap with feathers and flowers, and pink ſhoes 
ſpangled. And pray, Miſs, what ſhall you have ? 
It Lady. Oh, Miſs, I ſhall have a fine muſlin 
frock, and all things anſwerable. 
24 Lady. Oh, I ſhall be better dreſſed than 
you! 
1/t Lady. I don't know that, Miſs ; for my 
Governeſs ſays, that elegance and taſte does not 
| conſift 1 in ſhew and glare. 


Enter Betty. 


Ladies, Ladies: your Governeſs wants you all 
now directly this minute ; for Mis Wiſely is a 
going 


4 
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going to take her leave of you, and to bid .you 
all a good bye. 33 - [Evxeunt Ladies. 


| Betty Sola. | 
Well, 'tis a bad wind as blows nobody no 
good; for I think 1 ſhall get ſomething by Miſs 
Wiſely's good luck. She has promiſed me all 
her cloaths. Oh, ſhe is a ſweet, dear, good 
natured lady, and ſo kindly ſpoken too, that it 
would do one's heart good to hear her, even when 


ſhe demoniſhes the ladies.——Lord, Lord, what 


riches ſhe has got, they ſay. This India muſt be 
a vaſt rich place, I with as how I could get there, 


but mayhap tis like London, paved with ſtones; 


inſtead of gold, when we poor ſervants go there. 


They told me, London was a nation rich place, 
ſo I believe it is; but very little of its riches 


comes to the ſhare of us poor ſervants ; for 1 


know very well that they muſt work hard, early 


and late, for fix or eight pound a year, and that 
ſometimes they find hard to get, becauſe their 
miſtreſſes are fo extravagant in their own dreſs, 
and will think much if a ſervant, after ſhe has 
worked hard for her money, ſhould wear a wired 
cap, or a flounced petticoat. Howſomdever, 
Well, this I can ſay, that a ſchool is not a bad 
place for a ſervant, there is ſomething pretty to 
be picked up in it to be ſure ; but then one can't 
have one's ſweetheart becauſe of the ladies, tho“! 
believe to my heart that is very right. For 
there be ſome of the ladies, I'm ſure, who would 
not run away at the ſight of a pretty ſellow; for 
I remember very well that Miſs Loyeman would 


have been very glad, —Oh, here comes my 


' miſtreſs, 
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miſtreſs, with Miſs TOP and the ladies! I muſt 
be Sone. WO, — 


Enter Governeſs, Mi if Wi ſely, and Ladies. 


Cov. Ladies, I have called ye together on an 
. occaſion, both pleaſing and ſorrowful. 'The 
good fortune of Miſs Wiſely gives me great 
pleaſure, becauſe ſhe merits it; but my loſs of 
her gives me great pain, becauſe I know not 
where to find her equal. — And as her depar- 
ture will be immediately after the ball, ſhe is 
deſirous of taking leave of ye. And as Miſs 
_ Wiſely has been diligent in all things for your be- 
nefit and improvement, I hope that all diſſen- 
tions and animoſities on your part will ſubſide ; 
and love, unanimity, and friendſhip, flow from 


every one preſent, to a lady fo truly amiable and 


meritorious. 
Here the Ladies ſalute Miſs Wiſely, one e after 
the other, 
Gov. Where is Miſs Fullgold, Miſs Fiere, 
Miſs Captious, Miſs Maline, and Miſs Depit ? 
Miſs Witty. Oh, dear Ma'am, I ſaw them en 
paſſant; and I aſſure you they looked as pleaſed 
as a diſappointed courtier, or an unrevenged 
Spaniard. 


Gov. I hope nothing is the matter with them; 
they are not ill? 

2 ifs Witty, Oh, dear Ma'am, very in indeed. 
The good fortune of Miſs Wiſely has given them 
ſuch a doſe, that they cannot digeſt ; and I fear, if 
they continue long in that ſtate, they'll burſt, or 
become inſane, 

Mis Wiſely. Pray, my dear Miſs Friendly, 
oblige me in ſeeking them ; for Rouge I have 

_ ſuffered 
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ſuffered ſo many inſults and indignities from them, 


yet 1 ſhall be very ſorry if 1 do not leave them in 


friendſhip. [Miſs Friendly going, the Ladies enter. 
V Friendly. Oh, here they come! | 
MIV Wiſely. Ladies, I am very glad to have 
an 9pportunity to {ee you, before I leave the 


ichuo1. 2 = 

IA Fiere. And we, to have an opportunity to 
confeſs the many impertinences and inſults offered 
- Miss Wiſely, and to aſk forgiveneſs for the 
ame. . 

Miſs Wiſely. Oh, my dear Miſs Fiere, I conſi- 
dered them at the time, though very much of- 
fended, to be only the prejudices of a bad early 
education. | ; ba. 

Miſs Fiere. Oh, Miſs Wiſely, your goodneſs 
and clemency has eradicated all my high flown 
notions and haughty airs; and for the future, I 
will uſe my utmoſt endeavours to equal the 
virtues, and follow the example of dear Miſs 
Wiſely. ET. 5 | 

Miſs Depit. We ſhould have been here ſooner, - 
but indeed we knew not how to ſee you, who we 
have ſo often inſulted and calumniated ; but I 
hope Miſs Wiſely's goodneſs of heart will excuſe 
all that's paſt, and I will ſtrive, by my future 
conduct, to imitate a lady, to whom Iam ſo much 
indebted as I am to Miſs Wiſely. j 

Miſs Fullgold. My dear injured Miſs Wiſely ; 
let me, among the reſt, claim a ſhare of your 
pardon. And I aſſure you I will, with the 
ltricteſt attention from this time, purſue thoſe 
precepts that I have ſo often received from you; 
being now fully convinced, that riches and for- 
tune, wichout education, is like religion without 

| | L 2 morality z 
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morality; and the more we endeavour to make 
ourſelves efteemed by them, the more we fink 


into general contempt. 


Miſs Wiſely. I was well convinced, on many 


occaſions, that your heart was good; but your 


mind hurt by the vanity of riches. a8; 

 Mifs Maline. May Miſs Maline, among the 
reſt, implore forgiveneſs ? She, who has been 
more inſtrumental in cauſing trouble and vneaſi- 


neſs to Miſs Wiſely, than any other ; and there- 


fore requires the greateſt ſhare of pardon. But 
as I am now convinced of my error, io I will 
ſhew a repentance' by an entire change in my 
manners and conduct, and will form an unalter- 
8 reſolution to imitate Miſs Wiſely in all 
K ings. 


"Miſe Wifi... Alcon” 1 have experichced 


| many uneaſineſſes on your account, Miſs Maline, 


yet J aſſure you they will, from this time, be 


all obliterated from my memory. 


Miſs Captious. I cannot talk ſo well as Mißs 


Fullgold, Miſs Maline, and others; but I con- 


feſs, if Miſs Wiſely will pardon me, 1 will en- 
deavour, with them, to work a reformation in 
my conduct. | 

Miſs Simple, You'll forgive me too, won 't t you, 
my dear Miſs Wiſely 

Miſs Wiſely. 4:5 fo I moſt heartily and fin- 
cerely forgive all' the inſults, opprobriums, im- 
pertinences, and inſolences that 1 have received; 
and am ſuperlatively happy to find, that time 
and reaſon have convinced you of your errors ; 
and beg you'll not attribute your future reforma- 


tion to me, but to your Governeſs, from whom 


I have imbibed all rhoſe ſentiments and precepts, 
. | | chat 


, 
| 
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that 1 have at various times, and when opportu- 


nity offered, delivered to you. In doing that; I 


have followed her noble ape, and performed 


only my duty. | 

All. Generous Miſs Wiſely! © 

Miſs Wiſely. And now, Ma dt. tis to 0 I 
turn my reſpect. In the firſt place, accept my 
warmeſt thanks for the many favours received. 
Secondly, for the great care and maternal tender- 
neſs you have at all times ſhewn- to me; and 


| wow? for the good education that I have re- 


ceived, which I eſteem. the moſt valuable and im- 
portant of all earthly advantages. And in order 


to recompenſe ſo many obligations, let me entreat 
you to finiſh the remaining part of life with me, 


at a villa my papa is about to purchaſe in 
Buckinghamſhire. By fo doing I may in part 
fulfil my former promiſe, that if ever fortune 
ſhould be propitious, I would be grateful. | 

Gov. My dear Miſs Wiſely, I beg you'll excuſe 


me for the preſent accepting your kind and filial 
offer; but if neceſſity ſhould ever preſs me, I 


will then remind you of your promiſe. 
Miſs Wiſely. Well, Ma'am, if you will not ac- 


_ cept my firſt offer, 1 mult inſiſt on your acquieſ- 


cence with my ſecond. For as fortune is ca- 
pricious, and the rich to day may be poor to- 


morrow, I will immediately purchaſe for you an 


annuity of one hundred pounds per annum, in 
50 that whether by 
decay of years, or buſineſs, you may be neceſſi- 
tated, that will be ſufficient to place you deen 


the reach of exigency. 


Gcv. Grateful, generous Miſs Wiſely ! How - 
ſhall 1 requite your kindneſs and benevolence? 


Ms 
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M ifs Wiſely. By ſ pending the vacation with me, 
that I may ſtill continue to improve by. Your con- 
verſation and experience. 

Gov, Oh, my dear Miſs Wiſely, if children 
reſembled you, the profeſſion of a Governeſs 
1 be indeed enviable. 


Enter Betty. 


Ma: am, Mr. Harmony begged me to tell you, 
that the muſic 1s ready. 

Gov. And now, ladies, let us oficeed to open 
the-ball, and let mirth and good humour appear 
In every countenance, and let the evening be ter- 
minated to the praiſe of Virtue and Honor of 
Mifs Wiſely. 

' Gov. May ſcholars all like Wiſely be inclin'd, 

Mi ifs Wi ;ſely. May ſcholars all ſuch Governeſles 


ages 


THE END. 


